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A  N 

Examination  of  the  Principles, 

AND      AN 

Enquiry  into  the  Conduct, 

OF       THE 

TWO    B  *  *  *  **RS; 

In    Regard    to 

The  Eftabliftiment  of  their  Power,  and  their  Pro- 
fecution  of  the  War,  'till  the  Signing  of  the 
Preliminaries. 

In  a  Letter  to  a  Member  of  Parliament. 


'  Nimirum,  ut  quidam  morbo  aliquo,  et   fenfus  ftupore,  fuavitatem  cibi 
'  non  fentiunt :  fie  libidinofi,    avari,    facinorofi,    verae  laudis  juftatum 

*  noil  habent— fed  fi  vos  laus  allicere  ad  recte  faciendum  non  poteft, 

*  nee   metus  quidem  a  fasdiffimis  faclis   poteft  avocare  ?  Judicia  non 

*  tnetuitis  ?  Si  propter  innocentiam,  laud©  :  fi  propter  vim,  non  intel- 
'  ligitis,  ci  qui  ifto  modo  judicia  non  timeat,  quid  timendum  fit  ?  Quod 

*  fi  non  metuitis  viros  fortes,  egregiofque  cives  :  veftri,  vos  mihi 
'  credite,  diutius  non  ferent,  nifi  vero  majoribus  beneficiis  obligatos, 
'  quam  ille  quofdam  habuit  ex  iis,  a  quibus  eft  perditus  —  An  vos  eftis 
'  ulla  re  cum  eo  comparandi  ?  Fuit  in  illo  ingenium,  ratio,  memoria, 

*  literae,  eura,  cogitatio,  diligentia.  Multos  annos  regnare  meditatus, 
'  magno  labore  quod  ccgit2rat  effecerat,  muneribus,  monumentis,  con- 
'  giariis,  multitudinem   imperitam  delenierat ;     fuos    praemiis,  adver- 

*  farios  clemantiae  fpecie  devinxerat — quid  multa  j  attuierat  jam  libers 
'  civitati,  partim  metu,  partim  patientia,  confuetudinem  ferviendi. 
'  Cum  illo  ego  vos  dominandi  cupiditate  conferre  poffum,  caeteris  vero 

*  rebus  nulle  modo  eftis  comparandi fed  ex  plurimis  malis  quae  ab  illo 

*  F.eipublica?  funt  inufta,  hoc  tamen  boni  eft,  quod  didicit  populus 
'  Romanus,  quantum  cuique  crederet,  quibus  fe  committeret,  a  quibus 
'  eavcrct.  Cic.  Philip. 
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A  N 


EXAMINATION 


OF    THE 


PRINCIPLES,  &c. 


SIR, 

THE  fame  Motives  which  determined  you 
to  retire  into  the  Country,  and  to  give  no 
farther  Attention  to  public  Builnefs  for 
the  four  lafl  Years,  produced,  as  you  well  know^ 
the  like  defponding  Sentiments  in  me.  Wearied 
as  I  was  with  an  Opposition  of  Twenty  Years,  dis- 
appointed by  the  Impotence  of  thole,  upon  whofe 
Prudence  we  relied,  to  obtain  fome  Advantage  for 
the  Nation,  from  the  Succefs  of  that  Opposition  •, 
betrayed  by  the  new  Leaders,  under  whom  we 
lifted  the  fecond  Time,  and  duped  by  the  afTc&ed 
Candor  and  Moderation  of  the  Two  Men,  who  have 
fince  improved  every  Weaknefs,  and  all  the  Wick- 
ednefs  of  this  Age,  to  the  EftabSifhment  of  their 
own  abfolute  and  unconftitutional  Power,  I  moffc 
tarneftly  defired  to  concur  in  the  fame  Refolution, 
and  to  withdraw  from  that  infected  Abode,  where 
the  Contagion  was  become  too  rife  and  too  ma- 
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lignantj  either  to  be  efcaped  or  cured.  But 
Situation  of  my  Affairs  could  not  permit  me  to 
retreat  :  I  was  ftiil  confined  to  this  Capital;  where 
1  have  lived  in  a  daily  Obfervation  of  fome  new 
Apoftacy  in  private  Men,  fome  new  Impofition 
upon    the    Public,  and  fome  new  Infult  upon   the 

Yet  anxious  and  uneafy  to  me,  as  this  State  has 
been,  I  have  no  Reafon  to  repine.  —  I  have  thence 
had  Opportunities,  which  I  could  never  -otherwife 
have  had,  to  difcover  my  own  Errors,  and  the 
Errors  of  the  Nation,  in  Regard  both  to  Mea- 
fures  and  to  Men;  and  to  be  thoroughly  con- 
vinced,  that  we  have  fatally  imputed  the  Original 
of  ail  our  prefent  Misfortunes,  to  a  falfe  Caufe  ; 
afcribing  that  to  a  Want  of  Integrity,  which  pro- 
ceeded only  from  a  Want  of  Power  in  our  firft 
Leaders;  notarising  from  their  Folly,  or  their  Fault ; 
but  created  by  yourfelf,  by  me,  by  the  whole  Na- 
tion, blinded  by  Palgon  and  Impatience,  inflamed 
and  infatuated  by  the  infamous  Mifreprefen rations, 
and  treacherous  ProfeiTions  of  a  few  falfe  and  in- 
terested Men,  to  whom,  combining  for  our  own 
Deftruciion,  we  refigned  our  Underftandings  at 
that  Time. 

I  have  frequently  had  Occafion  to  review  the 
Folly  of  this  Conduct,  and  to  reflect  on  the  ftrange 
Circumftances  of  that  Event. —  How  an  Admini- 
stration of  our  own  chufmg,  who,  in  the  fhort 
Space  of  three  Weeks,  while  we  remained  united 
to  fupport  them,  had  not  only  routed  the  ob- 
noxious Minifier  of  that  Time,  but  changed  the 
pacific  Meafures,  and  induced  both  the  Parliament 
and  his  M— — y  to  efpoufe  the  national  Plan; 
who  had  already  put  the  Treafury,  the  Army,  and 
the  Fleet,  in  a  Word,  the  whole  Force  and  Power 
of  this  Government,  into  the  Hands  of  Men  de- 
termined to   purfuc  that  Plan:  —  How  thefe  M.enf 
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who,  till  that  Hour,  had  been  the  Favourites  of 
the  whole  People,  were  deferted,  in  a  Manner,  by 
the  whole  People,  by  that  Defertion  were  ren- 
dered incapable  of  doing  any  thing  farther  for  the 
People,  and  then  finally  abandoned,  on  Account  of 
that  Incapacity  fo  created,  to  the  groundlcfs  Rag? 
and  unjuh:  Averfion  of  the  People. 

I  have  feen  that  Averfion  managed  with  fuch 
Villany  and  Art,  as  to  become  a  firm  Support  to  a 
profligate  Adminiftration  ;  who  by  Means  of  that, 
and  that  alone,  have  eftabiilhed  themfelves,  in  a 
Kind  of  Power,  as  exceffive  as  unknown,  in  this, 
or  I  might  add,  in  any  other  Kingdom  -,  running 
every  Length  of  Infolence  and  Oppreffion;  im- 
pudently counteracting,  backwards  and  forwards, 
again  and  again,  every  Principle  they  had  formerly 
pro  felled,  juft  as  it  might  ferve  the  temporary  Pur- 
pofes  of  their  own  Ambition  and  Security,  con* 
fuming  the  Strength  and  Snbftance  of  the  Nation 
in  a  War,  which  they  purpofcly.  rendered  unfuc- 
cefsful,  becaufe  it  was  not  their  ov$n  Wat\  —  con- 
cluding that  War  with   an  in P— - — e\  which 

they  have  wilfully  made  precarious,  fhameful,  and 
deftructive,  in  the  fingle  View,  to  difcredit  the 
Meafures  of  their  Rival. 

I  have  feen  thefe  Men  uninterrupted  in  this  wicked 
Courfe ;  and  I  ftill  fee  you,  and  all  Mankind,  fub- 
mifiive  to  all  this;  tame,  abject,  pa-live,  with 
your  Eyes  but  half  opened  to  your  Condition;  — 
flupidly  infenfible  of  the  Mifery  you  have  under- 
gone, or  the  Ruin  that  mud  eniue -,  and  to  this 
Hour  doubtful,  whether  any  Oppofition  mould  be 
made,  or  any  Endeavours  ufed,  to  redeem  the  Na  • 
tion  out  of  this  Bondage,  or  to  refcue  your  S — n  out 
of  the  Hands  of  thole  treacherous  Servants,  who 
have  taken  him  C— pt— e  in  his  CI — r,  and  ftill 
detain  him  Prifoner  on  his  T — e. 

In  this  State  of  Things,  I  think  myfclf  bound  in 
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Duty  to  my  King,  my  Country,  and  my  Conference, 
to  correct  the  Confequences  of  my  former  Errors, 
as  far  as  I  am  able  to  do  it.  Nor  can  it  be  done 
in  a  more  effectual  Manner,  than  by  extending 
thofe  Lights  to  you  and  others,  which  have  unde- 
ceived me.  J  therefore  fend  you,  in  thefe  Sheets,  a 
Deduction  o-  fuch  Facts,  as  will  open  the  whole  Se- 
cret of  our  rn- 1  Management,  as    well    at 

Home  as  Abroad,  from  the  Removal  of  the  Earl 
of  Orfordy  to  this  Day. 

The  iwo  B  — y — j,  who  had  joined,  and  had 
long  endeavoured  to  betray  that  Minifter,  had,  by 
that  Merit  (with  which  the  Public  were  not  ac- 
quainted in  that  Time)  recommended  themfelves  as 
Coadjutors  to  the  Oppofnion:  They  had  played 
their  Parts  fo  well,  as  to  conceal  that  Fact  from  the 
major  Part  of  that  Minifter's  Friends:  They  fe- 
cured  his  ******  upon  that  Change;  under  a  Sup- 
pofition,  that  they  were  neceffary  in  his  Councils 
to  balance  the  Weight  of  his  new  Minifter:  — 
They  had  very  early  fown  too  great  a  Jealoufy 
between  the  different  Parties  of  the  Oppofition, 
by  treating  feparately  with  them  all,  that  they  foon 
became  too  ftrong  to  be  removed  by  any:  And 
they  acted  at  fmt  with  fo  prudent  a  SubmhTion  to 
the  new  Minifter,  that  he  was  fcarce  defirous  to  re- 
move them :  *—  TheyLprofefied  in  the  C — b — t,  the 
fame  Zeal  to  purfue^rfie  fame  Meafures,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  fupport  them  with  all  the  Influence  they 
had  :  In  a  Word,  they  then  exercifed  upon  the  ****, 
and  upon  the  new  Minifter,  the  fame  Talents  of 
Impofition  and  Deceit,  as  they  have  fince  done 
upon  every  Individual,  who  has  fallen  in  their  Way  ; 
upon  every  Party,  in  their  Turn  ;  and  at  length, 
upon  the  whole  Nation.  —  By  thefe  Means  they 
were  fuffered  to  remain  in  the  fame  Stations,  which 
they  held  before  the  Change. 

But  it  was  ret  fuffment  for   them  to  ftand>  in 

that 
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that  Manner,  in  thofe  Stations.  They  knew,  that 
the  Succefs  of  the  War  (which  began  to  appear 
early,  by  the  Difunion  of  Prvffia,  and  Saxony  from 
France,  by  the  Conqueft  of  Bavaria,  and  the  Ex- 
pulflon  of  the  French  Armies  out  of  Germany)  in 
Defpite  of  popular  Impatience,  or  royal  Prejudice, 
would,  in  Time,  give  Credit  to  the  new  Minifter 
and  his  Meafures,  both  with  the  People  and  the 
King  •,  —  and  that,  whenever  that  Credit  was 
eftablifhed,  it  would  be  more  natural,  that  the 
Revolters  from  his  Connection  mould  reunite  with 
him,  than  that  they  mould  be  continued  in  the 
Polls  they  held  ;  And  that,  as  the  Difference  had 
been  occafioned  only  from  the  Want  of  thofe  Em- 
ployments, which  at  firft  the  new  Minifter  had 
not  Power  to  give,  it  might  be  eafily  made  up  by 
the  Difpofal  of  thofe  Employments,  whenever  that 
Minifter  fhould  obtain  the  Power  of  taking  them 
away. 

It  was  neceftary  for  the  B — — rs,  by  early  Pre- 
cautions, to  prevent  the  Poffibility  of  this  Union  : 
In  Order  to  which  End,  they  cultivated  the  Ac- 
quaintance they  had  lately  made,  and  at  length  en- 
tered into  actual  Engagements  with  the  new  Lea- 
ders of  the  Oppofition  -,  exprefsly  ftipulating  in  a 
proper  Time  to  declare  for  them  ♦,  binding  them- 
felves,  in  the  ftrongeft  Manner,  and  in  all  Events, 
either  by  Management,  or  Diftrefs,  to  prevail  upon, 
or  to    compel  his  *******  to  make  room  for 

them,  by  the  Removal  of  the    Eari   of  G lie 

(then  Lord  C 1)  and  his  Friends. 

To  prepare  the  Way  for  the  more  plaufible  and 
effectual  Execution  of  this  Pian,  the  new  Oppo- 
fition were  inftructed,  what  Part  to  take,  and  ad- 
vifed  to  declare  openly  (in  Dependance  upon  the 
pafiionate  Temper,  and  perverted  Opinion  of  the 
Times)  for  thofe  pacific  Principles,  which,  till  that 
very  Moment,  they  had  condemned  themfelves  ; 

and 
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and  for  the  Purfuit  of  which,  they  were  even  in  that 
very  inftanc,  impetuoufly  driving  at  the  Head  of 
the  Earl  of  Or  ford-,  while  the  two  B — -rs, 
without  any  Difficulty,  continued  to  profefs  the 
fame  Principles  ("every  where  elfe  but  in  the  C— b-t) 
which  they  could  do  without  any  Sufpicion,  as 
having  foiiered  the  late  Minifter  in  all  his  Meafures 
upon  that  Syftem. 

The  Oppofition  were  inftrutled  farther  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  utmoft  Indecency  and  Rage,  to  im- 
prove the  Heat  and  Prejudices  of  the  People,  to  a 
perfonal  Attack  upon  the'****  himfeJf;  allured 
of  Protection  from  the  ill  Confequences,  that  would 
have  otherwife  atttended  their  Manner  of  writing 
and  fpeaking  both  without  Doors  and  within,  by 
the  Power  of  the  two  B — —rs  in  the  G — b — t  and 
in  both  H s. 

In  farther  Confequence  of  this  fecret  Union,  k 
was  refolved,  that  the  B — — rs  mould  found  forth 
the  Praifes,  and  fcatter  Terrors  of  the  Abilities  of 
thefe  new  Leaders ;  difcouraging,  at  the  fame  Time, 
with  their  bed  Advices,  all  fpirited  Attacks  or  An- 
fwers   of  the   **ff*?s   Servants,  arrd    his    Friends 

in   either   H —  of  P :     While   the  others,  on 

their  Part,  mould  maintain  an  affecled  Diftin&ion 
of  Refpect  for  the  two  B — rs  in  all  the  ExcefTes 
of  their  Fury  againft  the  Perfon  and  Meafures  of 
hus  *******  :  —  They  were,  like  wife,  to  pro- 
mote a  favourable  Opinion  of  the  Candor,  Inte- 
grity, Moderation,  and  true  Englijh  Intentions  of 

the  two  B rs9  in   Contradiction  to  the  foreign 

Intentions,  which  they  were  pleafed  to  attribute  to 
the  new  Part  of  the  Ad minift ration  ;  both  which 
they  were  to  inculcate  upon  the  Underlings  of  their 
Party,  and  at  the  factious  Meetings  in  the  City  of 
Weftminfter  and  London,  and  in  every  Corner  of 
Sedition  where  they  correfponded  in  the  King- 
dom. 

When 
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When,  by  thefe  unfufpe&ed  Arts,  they  were 
grown  fiifficicntly  popular,  and  had  puffed  one 
another  into  fufficient  Credit  ;  when  their  Rivals 
were  fufficiently  run  down ;  when  the  Nation  was  fuf- 
ficiently  inflamed  by  the  Impunity  and  Countenance 
of  Faction,  not  to  be  able  to  judge  coolly  of  the 
Meafures  of  the  Minifter,  or  impartially  of  the 
Conduct  of  private  Men  -,  and  when  they  had  en- 
gaged the  Oppofition  to  that  Degree  of  public 
Rancour  and  Abufe  of  the  new  Minifier  and  his 
Friends,  chat  there  v/as  no  probability  they  could 
ever  reunite  ;  they  began  to  open  in  the  C-b-t 
with  that  Kind  of  Language,  which,  tho'  long  ufed 
in  every  other  Place,  they  had  never  ventured  to 
life  there  before  ;  oblirucling,  thwarting,  and  dis- 
puting every  Meafure  of  the  War,  which  they  had 
flattered  his  *  *  *  *  *  *  fc.  and  affured  their  Col- 
legues  in  the  Beginning,  they  were  equally  determined 
to  fupport. 

His  ******  •  *  obferved  the  firil  Symptoms 
of  this  Difference  of  Sentiments,  without  much  Con- 
cern at  the  Contends  they  created  ;  which  he  thought 
natural  enough,  confidering  the  different  Schools 
of  Politics  in  which  they  had  been  bred ;  fatisfled  be- 
fides  they  were  too  much  his  Creatures,  and  owed 
him  too  many  Obligations,  not,  upon  the  whole,  to 
fupport  his  Meafures ;  and,  perhaps,  fecretly  pleafed 
with    the    Notion^  that  this   clafning  of  Interefts 

among  fome  of  his  M s,   might   render    him 

more  independantof  them  all. 

But  he  quickly  found  his  Error:  —  The  young- 

efl   of  the  B rs  had  no   fooner   obtained   tha 

T y,    which,   in  the  fame    unfortunate  Idea, 

his  *******  had  preferred  him  to,  but,  like 
Sextus  gtuintuSi  who  threw  away  his  Crutches  the 
Moment  he  was  elected  Pope,  he  put  off  all  that 
humble  Devotion,  which  he  had  ever  before  ex- 
preffed,  and   by  which  he  had  fo  fatally  deceived, 

jmd 


(    8    ) 

and  openly  fet  himfelf  up  to  oppofe  every  Opinion 
of  his  R— 1  M— r. 

The  Obfervation  of  this  Conduct,  naturally  mo- 
ved his******  to  entertain  more  favourable  Sen- 
timents  of  G He  and   B b:     The  Succefs 

of  Dettenghen  improved  that  Dlfpofition,  and  the 
wonderful  Amendment  in  our  foreign  Affairs,  from 
the  Commencement  of  the  War  to  that  Time, 
increafed  his  Opinion  of  their  Abilities,  and  aug- 
mented his  natural  Contempt  for  the  inconfiftent 
Half-Meafures,  and  Middle-Principles,  contended 
for  by  the  two  B rs. 

But  what  effectually  extinguished  the  Remains  of 
his  *****  *'s  Regard  for  them,  was  their  Conduct: 
in  refpect  to  the  Propofitions  made  by  the  Emperor 
at  Hanau.  Till  then  their  Obstructions  to  the  Mea- 
fures  of  the  War  admitted  fome  Poffibility,  of  doubt, 
whether  it  might  not  proceed  from  real  and  honeft 

Opinion  :  But  when  the  pacific  M rs  were  the 

Men  to  oppofe  this  Pacific  Meafure,  in  which  both 

*  *  *  *   himfelf  and  G He  would  have  willingly 

concurred,  if  it  had  not  been  rejected  by  them,  to 
whom  it  was  fent  over  for  their  Approbation,  it 
was  evident,  that  they  acted  upon  no  Principles 
either  as  to  Peace  or  War;  and  that  their  fole 
Object  was  to  defeat  any  Meafures  whether  of 
Peace  or  War,  whether  right  or  wrong,  by 
which  the  new  Minifter  might  eftablifh  his  Credit 
with  his  Matter,  or  his  Interest  in  the  Nation. 

It  is  now  known,  that  this  Accommodation 
might  have  been  obtained  at  that  Time,  for  the 
fingle  Condition  of  furnifhing  an  annual  Subfidy, 
to  fupport  the  Emperor,  of  about  ioooco  /.  Sterling, 
for  fix  Years,  or  thereabouts,  till  Bavaria  could 
recover  the  Defolation  and  Devastation  of  the  War: 
And,  on  the  other  Part,  the  Emperor  offered  to 
withdraw  his  Forces  from  the  French,  to  give  his 
Daughter  in  Marriage  to  the  Arch- Duke,  and  to 

fecure 
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fecure  the  Imperial  Dignity  in  Reverfion  to  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  by  procuring  the  laid  Arch- 
Duke  to  be  elected  King  of  the  Romans.  —  As  to 
France,  fhe  was  then  willing  to  put  an  End  to  the 
War,  without  any  Stipulation  of  any  Kind  what- 
foever,  in  favour  eicher  of  herfelf,  or  her  Allies,  upon 
the  Terms  of  the  uli  pojftdetis  only. 

You,    who   muft  well  remember  the   Clamour 

raifed   againfl    Lord    G He,   and     againft  his 

*******  himfelf,  on  Account  of  this  Tranf- 
action,  will  undoubtedly  (land  amazed,  nay,  will 
hardly  think  it  poffible,  for  the  two  E — rs,  to  have 
been,  in  fact,  the  Authors  of  continuing  the  War, 
which  might  have  been  happily  and  honourably  end- 
ed at  that  Time;  in  Confequence  of  which,  fo  many 
Thoufands  of  Lives,  and  above  thirty  Millions  had 
bztn  faved  to  this  Nation  \  much  lefs  that  they  mould 
be  able,  at  the  fame  Time,  not  only  to  conceal  this 
Fad,  but  to  charge  k  on  their  Rival  with  Succefs. 
But  the  Storm  was  then  raifed  fo  high  againft  that 
Minifter,  and  the  Arts  of  the  two  B-—rs,  and  their 
Allies  of  the  Oppofition,  had  fo  effectually  impofed 
upon  all  Denominations  of  Men,  that  there  was  no 
Abfurdity  or  Untruth,  which,  as  they  (till  flood  unfuf- 
pefted  of  Collufion,  they  were  not  able,  in  Con- 
currence with  each  other,  to  impofe  upon  Man- 
kind. 

But  his  *****  **  faw  the  whole  of  this  difinge- 
nuous  Conduct: ;  and  faw  it  with  that  Abhorrence, 
which  every  Man  of  his  honeft  Character  muft  feel 
upon  an  Occafion  of  that  Kind  :  Seeing  alio,  thac 
this  was  followed  by  the  ftrongeft  Oppofition  to  thQ 
Treaty  of  Worms  *  by  which  the  King  oi  Sardinia 
was  fecured  to  the  Allies,  (a  Meafure  that,  as  the 
War  was  to  be  continued,  was  of  the  utmoft  Con- 
fequence  to  its  Succefs,  and,  without  which,  in 
Truth,   it    could    not    have     been    continued    at 

B     *  all, 
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all,  he  could  not  help  fufpe&ing,  that  the  Oppofition 
both  to  this  Treaty,  and   to   tht  Hanover  Troops  ( 

in    P 1,   was  iecretly    encouraged   by  the  two 

B rs  ;    and,    confequently,  it  is   no    Wonder, 

that  when  he  found,  they  would  neither  give  him 
Leave  to  gee  out  of  the  War,  nor  fuffer  him  to 
carry  it  on,  he  fhould  ceafe  to  favour  Men,  fo  de- 
void of  all  Gratitude  or  Principle,  fo  deteftably 
combined  again!!  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  his 
Family  and  Kingdom  •,  who  laboured  to  facrifice 
the  Nation  in  the  Courfe  of  every  public  Mea- 
fure  %  who  betrayed  him,  while  entrufted  with  his 
Councils ;  and  who,  tho'  foftered  in  his  Bofom, 
inftcad  of  employing  that  Power  (which,  in  Regard 
to  Domeftic  Affairs,  he  had  left  entirely  in  their 
Hands,)  to  the  Support  of  his  Government,  unnatu- 
rally and  ungratefully  turned  it  againft  himfelf,  by 
proftituting  it  to  the  Encouragement  of  a  Faction, 
which  they  had  nurfed  and  trained  up  to  fuch  a  dan- 
gerous Perfonality  againft  his  M  *****  #9  and  his 
Family,  that  it  fhrewdly  threatened,  even  then,  the 
Confequence,  which  it  actually  produced  foon  after ; 
that  is  to  fay,  an  Attempt  from  the  Pretender  y  and 

from  France ,  to  remove  him  from  the  T e. 

For   in   Proportion  as  the  two  B rs  obferved 

this  Wane  of  Favour,  they  incited  their  Allies,  of 
the  Broad-Bottom,  to  the  more  defperate  Behaviour, 
the  more  abufive  Language,  and  more  violent  Op- 
pofition to  the  Meafures  of  the  War.  The 
***'s  Family  and  Anceftors  were  reviled,  and 
treated  with  the  utmoil  Contempt  by  the  E —  of 
•••*•»•#*,  in  the  H—  of—,  and  by  P*  *  *  and 
Others,  with  the  fame  Indignity  and  Outrage  in  the 
H—  of  —.His  *  *  *  *  *  *  *'s  Meffage  to  the  H— 

of %*  acquainting  them    with  the   Preparations 

for  an  immediate  Invafion  from  Dunkirk,  in  Favour 
of  the  Pretender ',  was  treated  as  a  Joke,  and  ridi- 
culed 
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culed  accordingly;  every  Man  was  bullied  and 
infuited,  who  dared  to  fuppofe,  that  there  was  one 
Man  in  Britain,  who  would  take  on  in  that  Caufe, 
if  the  Deicent  mould  be  made  •,  and  every  Man  was 
branded  as  a  Fool,  who  manifetied  a  Belief,  that 
any  Invahon  was  intended  at  all :  —  Nay,  this  im- 
pudent Affectation  was  carried  to  iuch  an  Extent, 
that  there  were  few,  I  believe,  of  the  Leaders  of 
the  Broad-Bottoms,  (tho'  not  long  after  brought  into 
the  firft  and  moft  considerable  Employments  in 
the  Kingdom,)  who  did  not  perfevere  in  this  mon- 
ftrous  Difbelief  of  the  moil  notorious  Fact,  till  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  made  it  impoflibje  to 
deny  it  any  longer :  And  by  this  Means,  the  poor, 
deluded  Nation,  were  not  only  put  off  from  their 
Guard  in  that  critical -and  dangerous  Conjuncture, 
but  fuch  an  utter  and  univerfal  Di (credit  was  given  to 
the  Defign,  that  the  Bulk  of  the  People  were  inflamed 

to   greater  Refentment  againft    Lord  G e  than 

ever-,  upon  a  Suppofirion,  That  he  intended,  by 
this,  to  call  the  Slur  of  Jacobitifm  upon  the  Vio- 
lences of  the  Faction,  and  to  derive  an  Argument 
from  thence,  to  be  the  better  juftiried  in  a  farther 
Profecution   of  the  War. 

In  this  paffionate  and  frantick  Manner,  the  whole 
Seiiions  of  1743-4,  or  1744,  pafTed  away  ;  every 
Day  producing  new  Motions  of  Abfurdity,  for 
difcarding  the  Hanoverians,  for  recalling  ail  our 
national  Troops,  for  abandoning  our  Allies,  for 
giving  up  the  Continent,  for  entrenching  ourfelves 
in  our  IQand,  &c.  till,  at  length,  the  French,  upon 
the  Mifcarriage  of  their  intended  Invafion,  and 
upon  the  Action  before  Toulon,  declared  War  againfl 
Great  Britain,  which  was  followed  hf  a  Decla- 
ration of  War  from  Great  Britain  againft  France  : 
And  this  failing  out  at  the  latter  End  of  the  Sef- 
B  2  Jions, 
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fions,  when  the  Faction  found  it  was  become  not 
a  little  difficult  to  urge  any  longer,  that  we  were 
not  Principals  in  the  War,  #r  to  fet  themfelves  as 
iirongly  again  ft  it,  as  they  nad  hitherto  Ane,  the 
Recefs  tnoft  opportunely  ru/ni  fried  them  with 
Time  and  Leifure,  to  concert  fome  new  Pretence 
to  keep  up  the  Spirit  of  their  Gppofition. 

By  this  -Management,  however,  the  Nation  had 
been   wrought  into    fo  paffionate  a  Temper,  that 

his did  not  think    it  prudent   to   make  any 

Change  in  his  Ajdmin  fixation  :  And,  at  once  con- 
fcious  of  the  Effect  o^  their  own  Operations,  and 
prefuming  on  the  Strength  they  had  thus  wicked- 
ly acquir'd  ,  the  two  B  -  -  rs  fteadily  purfued 
the  fame  Conduct,  of  obftructing    every    Propofi- 

tion  in  the  € 1,  for  the  effectual  Profecuti- 

on  of  the  War  •,  of  which  it  will  be  highly  pro- 
per to  furnifh  the  World  with  three  notable 
Inftances. 

Firft,  at  the  latter  End  of  the  Year  1743,  the 
new  Part  of  the  Miniftry,  after  the  French  had  at- 
tack'd  the  Allied  Army,  commanded  by  his 
Majefty  in  Perfon,  finding  Hoftilities  commenced, 
and  being  certain,  that  the  French  would  loofe 
no  Opportunity  to  attack  us  in  every  other  Part, 
propoied  to  fend  a  ftrong  Squadron  to  the  Eajl- 
Indies  under  Commodore  Barney  to  protect  our 
Trade  and  Settlements  there,  and  to  be  before- 
hand with  France  :  But  this  Meafure,  which  none 
of  the  Arts    of    Mifreprefentation   could    give  a 

foreign    Completion  to,  was,  by  the  two  B rs9 

abfolutely  rejected  \  becaufe.,  it  mufl  be  fuppos'd, 
recomended  by  their  Rival :  So  [hat  it  may  be  truly 
faid,  That  the  E — /  1 — a  C y  ftands  in- 
debted to  them  for  the  Favours  they  have  fince  re- 
ceived at  the  Hands  of  M.  de  la  Bourdonnaiu 

The   new   Part  of    the  Adminiftration,    in   the 

next 
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next  Place,  being  appriz'd  of  the  great  Differences 
fubfifting  between  Matthews  and  Lejiock  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  very  juftly  apprehending  fome 
ill  Confequences  from  that  Difunion,  between  the 
Firft  and  Second  in  Command,  fo  fatally  verified 
by  the  Event,  earneftly  defired  to  recall {Lejiock  \ 
and  were  fo  much  the  warmer  in  their  In  dances, 
becaufe  Sufpicions  had  been  entertained  of  his  Fide- 
lity :  —  And  it  is  certain,  that  it  was  the  current 
Report  in  France,  of  which  we  had  repeated 
Advices  here,   that  Lejiock  would   not  fight,  if  an 

Action  was  to  happen: —   But  the  two  B rs 

oppofed  this  Motion  alfo,  and  carry 'd  their  Point 
as  before;  Which  Conduct  of  theirs  mull:  appear 
infamous  enough,  when  it  is  recollected  with 
what  a  furious  Malignity  they  afterwards  carried 
on  their  Attempt  to  ruin  Matthews,  and  with  how 
much  Art,  and  by  what  odious  and  unwarrant- 
able Means  they  faved  and  protected  Lejiock  \  but 
infinitely  more  fo,  when  it  is  known,  that  Mathews 
had  declared,  before  he  accepted  the  Command, 
That  he  could  not  truft  him  •,  That  he  accepted  it  at 
firft,  upon  the  abfolute  Condition,  that  the  Other 
fhould  be  recalled,  as  foon  as  he  arrived  there; 
and  that  he  conftantly  and  earneftly  prefs'd, 
to   be    permitted    to  lay   down   his   Commiftion, 

when  he  found  the  Influence  of  the   two  B  - rs 

prevented   the  Execution  of  that  Promife. 

But  the  third  Inftance  is  more  glaring  than  either 
of  the  other  two  :  —  In  the  Campaign  of  1 744,  the 
Allied  Army,  commanded  by  Marfhal  Wade, 
was  Compofed  of  22,000  Englifh,  16,000  Ha* 
noverians,  12 >coo  Aujirians,  and  35,000  Dutch, 
confiding  in  the  whole  of  85,000  Men,  the 
fineft  Troops  that  were  ever  brought  into  the 
Field  :  — -  An  Army  frefh,  and  fluuYd  with  the. 
Victory  of  the  preceding   Year.  —  The  French, 

indeed, 
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indeed,  by  taking  the  Field  before  us,  had  gain'd 
a  Place  or  two  of  the  Butch  Barrier  in  Flanders  -, 
but  upon  the  afTembling  our  Army,  and  the 
PaiTage  of  the  Rhine^  which  was  effe&ed  by 
Prince  Charles  of  Lcrrain^  in  the  middle  of  the 
Summer,  with  a  Body  of  60000  Auftrians,  the 
French  were  thrown  into  the  utmoil  Confufion, 
and  obliged  to  detach  fo  great  a  Part  of  their 
Forces  to  oppofe  that  Prince,  that  they  left 
Flanders  to  be  maintained  by  Marlhai  Saxe9  with 
a  Body  only  of  385000  Men  •,  their  Garrifons 
being  almoft  totally  drain'd  of  Troops,  and  wholly 
unprovided  for  a  Siege.  In  this  State  of  Superiori- 
ty, it  was  propofed  to  attack  Count  Saxe :  But 
Marfhal  W-ade^    who  received   his  Orders  from  the 

two  B rs,  either  pretended,  or  really  thought, 

that  the  French  were  too  advantageoufly  pofted : 
And  this,  wkIi  other  Difficulties  and  Mifunder- 
ftandings  between  the  Dutch  and  Auftrian  Gene- 
rals, not  yet  thoroughly  clear'd  up,  prevented 
any  Attempt  of  that  Kind.  What  then  remain'd 
to  be  done,  for  it  w*s  obviouQy  fhameful,  to 
reap  no  manner  of  Advantage  from  fuch  a  Cir- 
cumftance  in  our  Favour  ?  It  was  evident,  that, 
if  you  could  not  fight,  from  the  ftrong  Stati- 
on of  the  Enemy,  you  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
inveft  fome  of  the  fortified  Towns  of  France, 
which  muft  either  fall  into  your  Hands  with  great 
Eafe,  in  the  Condition  they  were  then  in  -,  or  ob- 
lige the  Enemy  to  change  his  Situation,  and  ex- 
pofe  himfelf  to  a  Battle  for  their  Relief  ;  in  which 
Cafe  your  great  Superiority,  and  the  Goodnefs  of 
your  Troops,  enfured,  in  all  human  Probability, 
their  abfolute  Defear. 

The  Generals,  Lxgonier  and  Somerfeld,  propofed 
to  undertake  the  Sieges  of  Maubeuge  and  Landrecy\ 
two    Places    of     prodigious    Importance,    which 

open'd 
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open'd  the  way  into  the  very  Heart  of  France  ; 
and  which  were  then  garrifon'd  but  by  two  Bat- 
talions each  :  The  faid  Generals  engaged  to  effect 
this  Service  with  Twenty  Battalions,  and  Thirty 
Squadrons,  which  could  have  weaken'd  the  main 
Army,  then  Superior  to  the  Enemy  by  50000  Men, 
but  by  7  or  8000  Men  :  All  they  defired  more  was 
a  few  Battering  Cannon  :  Ana  the  whole  Englijb 
Train,  (the  fineft  which  this  Nation  ever  had  a- 
broad,  and  which  had  cod  us  as  much  again,  as  any 
Train  had  coft  us  in  the  iate  War,  though  never 
once  ufed  in  thisj  lay  then  no  farther  off  than 
Ojiend\  confifting,  as  I  remember,  of  Sixty  Twenty- 
Four-Pounders,  Forty  Twelve- Pounders,  and  Thir- 
ty or  Forty  Mortars  :  Not  one  of  them,  howev- 
er, was  permitted  to  be  brought  up  :  The  B rs 

would  not  fuffer  it  ;  the  War  was  not  their  Mea- 
fure  ;  they  had  foretold,  it  would  be  unfuccefsfuli ; 
and,  in  order  to  make  their  Words  good,  they 
had   refolved,    that  unfuccefsful    it   mould    be. 

But  it  was  neceiTary  to  colour  this  fatal  Step 
by  fome  plaufible  Pretence  -,  and,  at  the  fame 
Time,  if  they  could,  to  throw  the  Blame  of 
their  own  Guilt  upon  their  Allies,  according  to  the 
ufual  Courfe  of  their  Endeavours,  thorough  rJhe 
whole  of  the  War. 

Upon  this  Requifuion  therefore  of  the  Artil- 
lery, the  Younger  B r  fhrugg'd  his  Should- 
ers j  harangued  upon  the  Virtues  of  Oeconomy  ; 
complain'd  of  the  vail:  Burthen  of  the  War;  in- 
filled, that  the  Expence  was  impoffible  to  be 
borne,  unltfs  the  Butch  could  be  brought  to  pay 
their  Quota ;  urg'd,  That  we  muft  try,  whether 
they  would  not  conient  to  pay  a  Third,  or  at 
lead  a  Fourth  Part  of  the  Charge  -,  and  conclud- 
ed, That  he  could  not  juftify  his  Conduct  to  his 
C  ifcience,  or  to  Parliament,  if  he  did  not  wait 
to  ii   ,      hat  was  poffible  to  be  done  with  them. 

And 
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And,  now,  new  Negotiations  were  kt  on  Foot  to 
regulate  this  important  Point,  which  he  well  knew 
mull  confume,  as  it  did,  the  whole  Summer  ;  or  at 
lead  as  much  Time,  as  was  necefTary  to  prevent  the 
Execution  of  this  Plan. 

And  thus,  under  this  affected  Air  of  Prudence, 
and  a  falfe  Regard  to  an  Object  of  18,  or  20,000/. 
Value  at  mod  (for  the  whole  Expence  propofed  was 
but  70,000/.  for  bringing  up  the  Cannon,  and 
about  7000/.  for  opening  the  Ground  before  thofe 
two  Places )  this  inviting  Opportunity  of  carrying 
the  Arms  of  the  Allies,  in  the  fecond  or  third  Year 
of  this  War,  whither  they  could  never  penetrate,  till 
thQ  lad  Year  of  'Thai,  conducted  by  the  Great 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  was  loft. 

The  two  B tSi  now  become  fenfible  that  his 

5s  Patience  could  not  endure  any  longer,   con- 

fcious  that  he  mult  have  determined  within  him- 
felf  to  abandon  them,  and  to  throw  the  entire 
Management  of  his  Affairs  into  the  Hands  of  the 
new  Part  of  the  Adminiftration  •,  and  aware,  that 
he  had  no  other  Expedient  to  lave  the  Nation 
from  being  facrificed  in  the  Profecution  of  the 
War,  or  to  redeem  himfelf  out  of  thofe  Fetters, 
which  his  old  Servants,  whom  he  had  not  only 
raifed,    but  faved,   were  ungratefully   preparing  for 

him,  The  B rs,  I  fay,  thus  circumftanced,  now 

thought  it  incumbent  on  them,  to  perform  their 
Con  tract  with  the  Broad-Bottoms :  And,  accor- 
dingly took  that  defperate  Step,  of  forcing  his 
to  difmifs  every  Perfon  in  his  Admini- 
ftration, for  whom,  after  what  had  pafTed,  he  could  - 
retain  the  leaft  Regard,  or  in  whom  he  could  re- 
pofe  any  Confidence  or  Truft,  in  order  to  make 
Room  for  an  equal  Number  of  their  Confederates 
in  the  Oppofition  :  —  All   of  them  Men  who  had 

made  themfelves  perfonally  obnoxious^to  his  , 

either  by  promoting   or    countenancing  fuch  per- 

Jonal 
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fonal   Attacks  on  his  Character,   his  Conduct,  his 

Family,  as  had  a  Tendency  to  make  the  C 

upon  his  Head. 

As  I  do  not  defire  to  enflame ;  as  I  have  a 
Tendernefs  for  ibme,  and  Charity  for  others,  I 
will  not  be  over  particular  in  my  Recollections : 
But  there  is  one  of  the  Number  vvhofe  Cafe  is  fo 
Angularly  black,  that  I  cannot  pafs  him  over  in 
Silence.  He  had  been  long  guilty  of  treafonable 
Practices,  and  he  knew  his  —  had  fo  many  Proofs  of 
that  Guilt  before  him,  char,  he  thought  it  the  mod 
decent  Part  he  cfduld  aft,  to  make  a  frank  Con- 
fefiion  of  all  :---  Accordingly,  he  did  fo  •,  avowed 
his  Attachment  to  the  Pretender  and  his  Caufe, 
and  put  in  for  a  Court- Abfolution,  on  the  Merit 
of  declaring,  that  he  had  renounced  his  former  Prin- 
ciples, quitted  his  former  Party,  and  would  never 
countenance  either  again. 

His  — ,  on  the  other  Hand,  net  know- 
ing how  to  help  himfelf,  and  being  prompted  to 
believe,  that  he  ought  to  efteem  this  Declaration  a 
fufficient  Security  for  the  future,  Allegiance  of  him 
who  made  it,  not  only  took  all  he  had  faid  in 
good  Part,  but  fufifered  him  to  be  placed  in  one  of 
the  firfl  O  —  s  about  the  C — n ;  where  he  flill  con- 
tinues with  greater  Marks  of  Influence  and  Favour, 
than  almofl  any  other  Man, 

But  the  more  obnoxious  and  dangerous  thefe 
Perfons  were,  fo  much  the  more  proper  they  ap- 
peared   for  the   Purpofe  of  this  audacious  Attempt. 

It  was    the  Bufmefs  of  the  B rs,  as  they  could 

not  work  upon  the  Inclinations  of  their  S — n  to  go- 
vern by  his  Fears  %  and,  upon  the  fame  Principles,  as 
they  could  not  hope  to  eftablifh  their  Authority 
over  the  People,  by  any  longer  Delufion  of  their 
Underftandings,  to  confirm  it  by  the  proudefl  and 
mod  infolent  Demonlf  ration  of  their  Power. 

Nothing  elfe  can  account  for  the  irregular  and 
unprecedented  Manner,  in  which  thefe  Men  were 

C  intro- 
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introduced  to  him: — They  were  introduced  in 
public,   in  a   Body  ;  not  by   the  proper    Officers 

about    the    's    Perfon,     always     in    waiting 

for  that    Purpofe  ;   but    by   one  of  the  B rs 

himfelf,    with  all   the  Pomp   and  Oftentation  that 

could    attend    the    Glory    of    a    Triumph : 

Standing    like     a    Pr — t — ct — r   at   the    Elbow 

of  an  Infant  K •,  bloated   with  Pride,  purpled 

and  inflamed  with  the  inward  Workings  of  thofe 
various  PafTions,  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  aggitate 
a  Man  in  the  very  Act  and  Execution  offuch 
a  Meafure  : —  A  Meafure,  which  raifed,  in  the 
fame  Inilant,  Amazement,  Abhorrence,  and  Com- 
panion in  the  Breaft  of  all  the  Spectators  of  this  un- 
exampled Scene;  —  who  beheld,  what  had  never 
been  feen  before  in  fuch  a  Light,  and  in  one  View, 

the   Arrogance  of  a  M ~r,  the  Impudence  and 

infolent  Carriage  of  a  F ,  and  the  Fortitude  of 

a  diftreffed  P— — ,  forced   out  of  his  C 1    to 

receive  the  L — w   from  his  S ts,    in  the  Face 

of  his  People  •,  and  yet,  in  Appearance,  the  only- 
Man  unmoved,  throughout  the  whole  Courfe  of 
this  unparalleled  Tranfaction. 

To  look  back  upon  this  Event,  and  to  know, 
that  his  M- endured  it,  that  the  Nation  con- 
nived at  it,  and  that  no  fatal  Confufion  imme- 
diately followed  from  it  ;  is  a  Matter  of  Aftonifh- 
ment  to  us,  the  living  WitnefTes  of  this  Conduct, 
and  willfurpafs  the  Comprehenfion  of  all  Mankind, 
who  ihall  hereafter  read  the  Story  of  thefe  Times. 

Miniilers  have  been  torn  from  Kings,  and  Kings 
have  been  obliged  to  ftoop  to  the  Power  of  great 
Subjects.  —  This  was  done  in  the  Reigns  of  King 
John%  of  Henry  III.  or  t,  II.  and  Rk bard. II. 

But  it  was  never  done  till  the  Tyranny  of  thofe 
;es,  by   attempting  openly  the   Laws  and  Li- 
berties, and  trampling  upon  all  the  Rights  of  the 
People  and  Mankind,  had  juftified  and  reconciled 

that 
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that  Conduct:,  by  the  great  and  fuperior  Law  of 
Laws,  Nccejfity:  —  Nor  even  then  was  it  ever  done 
but  by  Force  of  Arms :  The  Force  of  the  whole 
Nation  armed  againft  the  Prince,  and  united  with 
the  Lords :  ■ —  But  that  a  Cabal,  in  the  C — — Is  of 

their    P ,  of   a  P commanding  Armies 

greater  than   any   this  Country  ever  paid  before  i  a 

p entituled  to  the  Affections  of  his  People,  by 

a  mild  and juft  Government;  who  had  never  com- 
mitted, or  attempted  to  commit,  a  fingle  Aft  of 
Injuftice,  againft  any  one  private  Man  :  —  That 
fuch  a  Cabal  mould   obtain  fuch  a  M — ft — y  over 

fuch  a  P e,    is  the  firft  Infiance  of  the  Kind 

that  ever  dishonoured  the  Annals  of  this  or  any 
other  Country. 

And  yet  neither  the  Body  of  the  People,  who 
have  ever  loved  their  old  monarchical  Conftitu- 
tion,  and  that  Prerogative,  which  they  know  is  necef- 
fary  to  its  Support;  nor  the  Peers,  whofe  ap- 
parent Intereft  it  is,  to  maintain  the  Honour  of  the 
p_«  — e  inviolate,  from  whom  they  derive  their 
own  -,  nor  the  Commons,  jealous,  as,  from  the 
firft  Principles  of  Prefervation,  they  muft  naturally 
be,  of  all  ariftocratical  Encroachments,  interpofed 
againft  This,  the  worft  Species  of  that  Genus.  — But 
all  together,  fupinely,  meanly,  fervily,  fuffered  both 
their  — ,  and  Country,  to  fink  proftrate  under 
the  Power  and  Infolcnce  of  a  Faction,  founded 
neither  upon  the  Merit  of  their  Fore-fathers,  or 
their  own  ;  upon  an  Extraction  fuperiorD  or  upon 
Abilities  equal,  to  thofe  of  a  thoufand  other  Lords 
and  Gentlemen  in  this  Nation. 

The  fecret  Caufe  of  this,  however,  cannot  be 
long  looked  for,  but  it  muft  be  found.  —  And 
may  it  be  a  LefTon  to  all  future  Princes,  in 
this,  and  every  other  Country,  That  though  Cor- 
ruption^ in  the  Beginning,  may  be  a  proper  In- 
ftrument  to  deftroy  the  Liberties  of  a  People,  it 
C  2  will 
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will  become,  in  the  End,  an  Engine  to  enflave  the 
Prince  himfelf  ! 

But  that  baneful  Influence  had  now  fhed  its  Ve- 
nom upon  all  Orders  of  Men  •,  and,  agreeable  to  the 
Virulence  of  the  Humour,  were  the  Eruptions  it 
caufed. 

That  putrid  Eody,  of  which  the  E —  of  0 d 

had  been  the  Head,  poiloned  the  very  Air  with 
the  peftilentiaj  Breath  they  uttered  on  this  Occafion : 
For  though  they  looked  on  the  Promotions  of  that 
Day,  as  i'o  many  Injuries  to  the  Members  of  their 
own  rotten  Corps,  the  Interefh  they  had  in  the 
Caufe,  made    Amends  for  the  Effett.  .Hitherto, 

the  two  B rs   had   been  confidered  out  as  the 

Rump  of  the  C— b — t,  but  now  they  were  be- 
come manifeftly  the  Head  :  All  Things  were  in 
their  Power;  for  they  had  fubdued  h — m  who  had 
the  Distribution  of  all  Things ;  and  hence  they 
were  led  to  extol  this  atrocious  Outrage  to  the 
R — 1  Dignity,  with  an  Impudence  that  was  fcarce 
furpafTed  by  the  Outrage  itfelf :  According  to  the 
Language  they  publicly  ufed,  in  every  public 
Place  of  Refort,  it  was  a  more  glorious  Illu- 
flration  of  the  Excellency  of  Whig  Principles,  than 
ever  had  been  difplayed  before  ;  not  excepting 
the  noble  Stand  made  by  Hampden  in  the  Ship- 
Money- Affair,  or  the  united  Efforts  of  the  Nation 
againft  the  Tyranny  of  King  James. 

In  transferring,  therefore,  their  Allegiance  from 

the  T to  thefe  pretended  Supporters  of  it,  we 

are  to  fuppofe,  that  they  put  in  for  a  Share  of  the 
Patrioti fm  they  fo  highly  praifed:  And  we  are  lure, 
that  in  Return,  they  promifed  themfelves  every 
Boon  and  Gratification  their  greedy  Appetites  could 
crave,  the  Power  of  their  Patrons  beftow,  or  the 
Plunder  of  the  whole  Nation  furnifh. 

The  interefted  Part  of  the  poor  Tories,    who 
had  been  drawn  in  to  give  their  helping  Hands  to 

this 
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this  Confufion,  by  the  cant  Word  of  the  Broad- 
Bottoms,  and  the  avowed  Caufe  which  had  been 
affigned  for  the  Renewal  of  the  Oppofuion  againfl: 
the  new  Minifters,  now  thought  the  Day  was 
come,  when  the  partial  Diftribution  of  Emoluments 
was  at  an  End ;  and  that  they  mould  likewife  attain 
the  Reward  pf  their  Labours,  in  affifting  to  bring 
about  this  gldrious  Change. 

Even  the  Jacobites  rejoyced  alfo  in  this  memo- 
rable Event  -,  which  they  had  Senfe  enough  to 
forefee,  would  contribute  greatly  to  advance  their 
Views  : — And  they  were  the  only  Party  that  re- 
joyced with  Reafon  •,  for  they  were  the  only  one 
who  were  not  difappointed  in  their  Expectations 
and  Coriclulions  from   it. 

For  as  to  thofe  of  the  firft  Clafs,  they  al- 
ready pofiefs'd  too  large  a  Proportion  of  the  Spoil, 
to  dare,  as  a  Body,  to  refent  any  Neglect  or  Dis- 
appointment, for  fear  of  lofing  what  they  had  :  — 
And,  as  Individuals,  they  had  made  their  Lea- 
ders too  ftrong  to  apprehend  the  Mutiny  of  a 
Few  ;  or  to  ftand  in  Fear  of  the  Abilities  or  In- 
tereft  of  any  One,  or  of  any  Ten  among  them  ; 
and  were,  therefore,  the  very  firft  to  feel  the  Cold- 
nefs,  the  Ingratitude,  and  Contempt  which  they 
had  fo  many   ways   deferved. 

As  to  the  Second,  they  were  obliged  to  content 
themfelves  with  the  Advancement  of  two  or  three 
Men, whom  they  had  fuffered  to  take  Shelter  amongft 
them,  tho'  more  properly  belonging  to  the  third 
Clafs,  than  to  theirs  ;  and  with  a  Bill  for  the 
Qualification  of  Juflices  of  the  Peace,  which, 
when  granted,  they  found  impracticable  and  ufe- 
lefs  :  To  which,  by  way  of  Make- Weight,  were 
thrown  in  certain  hungry  Church-Livings,  to 
gratify  a  very  few  Country  Clergymen  of  their  re- 
fpective  Neighbourhoods,  and  about  the  fame 
Number  of  Tide- waiters  Places,    to  dole  about 

among 
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among  thofe  who  were  of  Confequence  to  them 
in  their  Ele ns. 

But  even  thefe  Scraps  and  Fragments  which  had 

been  fcattered  amongft  them  from  the  M 1 

Table,  they  were  not  long  fuffered  to  partake  of : 
On  the  contrary,  the  more  weak  and  miferable 
they  appear'd,  the  lefs  Companion  they  found  -9  till 
at  length,  finding  every  Door  of  Preferment  fhut 
againlt  them,  and  overcome  with  Shame  and  Vexa- 
tion,  they  abfented  themieives  from  the  Service  of 

P ,  which  had  been  fo  little  ferviceable  to  them; 

and  retiring  to  their  Country  Seats,  wifely  bethought 
themfelves,  that  Frugality  and  Oeconomy,  were 
a  furer,  if  not  a  nearer  Way  to  Affluence,  than 
that    which    led    to  the  Exchequer  itfelf. 

And,  as  to  the  Nation  in  general,  hurried  as  they 
had  been  from  Principle  to  Principle,  drawn  from 
one  Attachment  to  another,  and  withdrawn  at  Jail 
from  all  Attachment  whatfoever,  by  the  reiterated 
Difappointrnents  they  had  met  with,  they  had  hardly 
any  Idea  left  of  what  was  Right ;  they  faw  no 
Perfon  in  whom  they  could  confide  ;  they  were 
as  much  at  a  lofs  as  to  Facts,  as  Characters  ; 
they  knew  not  what  to  believe  or  disbelieve  •,  and 
under  this  cruel  Uncertainty,  they  could  neither 
refettle  any  Opinion,  replace  any  Confidence,  nor 
form  any  Judgment  either  of  this,  or  any  other 
public   Affair. 

Iience,  therefore,  it  was,  that  a  Proceeding  of 
fo  (hocking  a  Nature,  ferv'd  rather  to  confound 
them  yet  further,  than  to  clear  the  Way  for  Con- 
viction ;  and,  that  a  profound  Calm  fucceeded  to 
the  loudeft  Storm,  which  had  ever  aggitated  this 
Nacion  in   the  Remembrance  of   any    Man  alive. 

From  the  Extremity  of  an  intemperate  and  in- 
confiftent  Fury,  tho5  proceeding  from  honeft  In- 
tentions, and  pointed  to  juft  and  honorable  Views, 
they  funk  at  once  into  a  fenfelcfs  Stupidity,  into  a 

total 
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total  Inattention  to  every  Step  or  Meafure  of 
their  Government ;  to  an  Infenfibility  of  every 
Abufe  in  the  Conduct  of  their  Affairs  •,  and  of 
that  mod  fatal  and  ignominious  Train  of  Events, 
which  foon  fdllow'd,  without  any  Interruption  one 
upon  the  other ;  to  the  Shame,  Diftrefs,  and  al- 
moft  Ruin  of  the  Community.  So  fatally  did 
the  Refentment  of  having  refign'd  their  Senfe 
and  their  Principles  to  a  Set  of  Men,  by  whom 
they  had  been  fo  cruelly  betray'd,  operate !  And 
fo  frantick  was  the  Refolution  they  came  to,  never 
to  refpecl,  to  follow,  or  to  truft  any  Man,  or 
any  other  Set  of  Men,  again! 

This  was  the  State  of  Things  and  Men,  which 

enabled  the  two  B rs  and  their  Allies  to  eftablifh 

themfelves  in  that  exorbitant,  that  unconftitu- 
tional,  and  that  ufurped  Power,  which  they  have 
enjoyed  from  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1745,  to 
this  Day. 

And  fuch  a  State  of  Men  and  Things,  one 
would  have  thought,  was  very  fufficient,  for  that 
Purpofe,  or  any  other  Purpofe,  without  any  farther 
Provifion. 

But  their  Pofleffions,  and  the  Profits  of  them, 
were  fo  great,  that  they  believed  the  Rifk  was 
fuitable  ;  and,  therefore,  that  they  could  not  infure 
too  high,  or  extend  their  Precautions  too  far. 

Accordingly,  they  fet  themfelves  in  the  next 
Place,  to  take  fuch  a  Part  of  the  Citizens  of  London 
into  their  Connection ,  as  mould  enable  them  to 
trample  upon  the  reft.  \  and  to  obtain  fuch  an  ad- 
ditional Strength  in  the  C — b — c  C- 1,  as  mould, 

render  them  as  fecure  within,  as  they  were  ftrong 
without. 

Firft,  then,  as  to  the  City,  they  made  fure  of  fuch 
amongft  the  leading  Citizens,  as  were  fitter!  for  their 
Purpofe,  by  the  Means  of  Remittances,  Contracts, 
Subfcriptions,    and    Benefits   of  Embargoes  ;  and 

they 
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they  made  a  Pufti  for  Popularity,  by  giving  tip  the 
Point,  fo  long  in  vain  folicited  by  the  Common- 
Council,  that  the  Lord-Mayor  and  Aldermen 
fhould  have  no  Negative  on  their  Proceedings: 
And  as  to  the  C — b — t,  they  not  only  introduced 

the  D into  it,  but  to  engage    him  ftill  ftronger 

to  their  Interefts,  entrufted  him  with  the  Command 
of  the  Englijh  Troops,  then  worried  the  Dutch, 
and  at  laft  compelled  the  Q.  of  Hungary ,  to  confent 
to  the  Extenfion  of  that  Command  over  the  wkole 
Confederate  Army. 

The  D was,    at  that  Time,  popular;  and  he 

was  undoubtedly  brave:  The  fecond  is  a  Quality 
eiTential  to  a  Soldier •,  and  the  firfc  was  a  Circum- 
ftance  convenient  for  them.  But  there  were  other  Cir- 
cumftances  attendant  upon  the  Choice,  which  were 
yet  more  convenient  to  the  B — rs,  than  either  of 
Thefe,  and  which  deferve  the  moil  ferious  At- 
tention of  the  whole  People  of  Great  Britain. 

By   inverting  the  D in  this  Command,  they 

naturally  fixed  him  in  their  Interefts.  and  at  the 
fame  Time  rendered  him,  in  fome  Points,  depen- 
dant upon  them. 

They  were  aware,  that  a  Time  might  come,  how 
long  foever  the  Interval  might  be,  when  a  Leader 
of  his  high  Rank  and  Character,  might  be  their 
only  Refource,  and  under  whofe  Shadow  they 
might  once  again  force  themfelves  into  Power,  and 
give  the  Law  in  the  C — b — t,  if  all  other  Means 
fhould  fail.  They  alfo  flattered  themfelves,  that 
to  carry  fo  great  a  Point,  for  a  favoured  S — n,  might 

be  no  difagreeable  Thing  to  a  F r,  very  tender 

of  that  S — n  :  And,  omnipotent  as  they  had  ren- 
dered themfelves,  they  were  not  above  taking  fuch 
a  Step,  to  recover  fome  Portion  of  the  Favour  they 
had  loft,  as,  at  the  fame  Time,  effentially  ferved 
their  own  peculiar  Interefts. 

There 


(    H    ) 

There  was,  befides,  another  Convenience,  re- 
fulting  from  this  Definition  of  the  D- — e,  which 
they  had  in  their  Eye ;  namely,  that  it  rendered 
their  Domination  over  the  Officers  of  that  Army, 
much  more  effectual  and  lefs  obnoxious.  —  For  any 
Hard  (hip,  Seventy,  or  Revenge,  might  be  exer- 
cifed  by  them,  any  unjuft  Preference  might  be 
fhewn  under  the  Colour  of  his  Authority,  and 
then  imputes  to  him:  By  which  they  were  eaied, 
fo  far  as  it  occaiionaily  luited  their  Inclinations,  of 
the  Burden  of  Solicitations,  difcharged  from  the 
Odium  of  all  Denials,  fcreened  from  all  Convic- 
tion of  Partiality,  Influence,  or  Oppreiiion  ;  and 
yet,  upon  the  whole,  they  remained  equally  Mailers 
in  reality  of  all  Rewards  and  Punifhments. —  And 
it  was  no  Ways  difficult,  when  proper,  to  let  In- 
dividuals underfland,   that  the  Sweet  of  the  former 

flowed  from  the  two  B- rs\  and  the  Bitter  of  the 

latter,  from  the  D  e  himieif :  To  which  may 
be  added,  that  they   had  it  at   all  Times   in    their 

Power,    to  prevent  the  D e  from  taking  more 

upon  him,  than  they  thought  proper  to  permit, 
by  directing,  or  caufing  him  to  do,  that  which  they 
knew  mult  render  him  obnoxious  as  a  Man  ;  or  by 
diftreiTmg  him  on  the  Head  of  Supplies,  render  him 
unfuccefsful,  and,  by  Confequence,  contemptible,  as 
a  Commander. 

But  to  exemplify,  yet  farther,  the  Advantage  they 
derived  from  this  Meafure  in  favour  of  the  D — ,  and 
how  admirably  it  was  adapted  to  remove  their  Fears, 
eftablifTi  their  Power,  and  gratify  their  Revenge,  it 
remains  to  be  told;  That  there  was  but  one  Perfon 
in  Br — tf,  from  whom  they  had  any  Thing  to  appre- 
hend :  A  Perfon,  whole  natural  Intereft ,  fooner  or 
later,  was  likely  to  be  too  mighty  for  them  ;  whofe 
natural  Inclinations  were  toonoble  and  too  good  to  be 
debauched  by  any  Temptations-,  who  having  no  Pur- 
pofes  to  ferve,  but  fuch  as  were  both  innocent  and 
meritorious,  was  out  of  the  Reach  of  Terror;  and  who 

D  had 
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had  too  reverential  a  Regard  for  his  R F— — , 

too  tender  an  Affection  for  his  Pofterity,  too  high 
a  Value  for  his  own  Glory,  too  Warm  a  Zeal  for 
the  Splendor  of  the  Britijb  Monarchy,  and  too 
paffionate  a  Concern  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Britijb 
Nation,  to  make  the  fmalleft  Sacrifice  to  fo  infa- 
mous a  Cabal :  A  ft  rift  Unicn  in  the  R — 1  F — y 
mud  have  plac'ci  that  Perfon  where  he  ought  to  be 
plac'd,  at  the  Right-Hand  of  the  T — e^a  Situation 

too  clofe  to   his 's  Ear,  for  any  wicked  M— r 

to  fuffer  an  H — rap — t  to  occupy;  efpecially  an 
H —  ap —  with  fo  much  Application  to  learn  what 
was  right,  fuch  fuperior  Opportunities  of  knowing 
what  was  wrong,  and  fo  honeft  a  Heart  to  rectify 
the  one,  and  to  profecute  the  other.  That,  therefore, 
this  ft  rift  Union  might  be  rendered  as  hopelefs  as 
their  Management  could  render  it,  they  not  only 
followed  the  Foot-Steps  of  their  great  Original,  the 

E —  of  0 ?    in  making  or  widening  a  Breach, 

as  they  followed  him  in  every  Thing  elfe  that  was 
weak  or  ill,  but  they  improved  upon  his  Practice, 
bv  bringing  forward  the  y — r  B — r  on  the  Stage  of 
Action,  with  all  the  Advantages  they  could  heap 
upon,  him ;  that  by  fome  dazzling  Exploit,  he 
might  eclipfe  the  E  —  r,  that  they  might  create 
a  Jealoufy  between  both  ;  or  nourilh  an  improper 
Arrogance  in  the  one*  which  they  imagined  would 
not  fail  to  beget  an  improper  Refentment  in  the 
other  :  And  that  from  every  one  of  thefe  Con- 
fluences, they  might  draw  fome  confiderable  Ad- 
vantage to  themfelves,  by  playing  upon  the  Pafiions 

or  Prejudices  of  their  R — 1  M r, 

It  is  no  Breach  of  Charity  to  fay,  fuch  was 
their  Purpofe :  And  it  is  out  of  all  Queflion,  that 
this  Purpofe  of  theirs  hath  been  effectually  defeated: 
For  fuch  was  the  good  Senfe,  and  fuch  the  happy- 
Temper  of  the  P ,  that  he  betrayed  no  Re- 
fentment, he  entertained  no  Jealoufy,  and  he  re- 
ceived 
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ceived  his  B r  as  often  as  he  had  an  Oppor- 
tunity to  receive  him,  with  all  the  Diitinction  due 
to  his  Birth  and  Services. 

But  if  in  this  one  Particular,  this  notable  Mea- 
fure  has  fail'd,  in  every  other  it  has  anfwer'd 
their  mod  fanguine  Expectations. 

Nothing  hath  been  more  frequent  in  former 
Times,  or  is  in  its  own  Nature  more  reafonable, 

than   P y  Enquiries,  and   more  particularly 

into  the  Conduct  of  a  long,  expenfive,  and  un- 
fortunate War  :  But  if  any  fuch  Motion  mould 
be  made  under  the  prefent  Difpenfation,  may  we 
not  expect  to    be  told,  that  the  complying  with  it 

would  be  injurious  to  the  D ,   who  had  die 

chief  Command  in  it,  and  ungracious  to  the 
the  whole  R F ? 

If,  to  mew  the  Neceffity  of  fuch  -an  Enquiry, 
it  mould  be  urg'd,  that  our  Mutters  in  the  Field 
feldom  exceeded  half  the  Number  given  in  upon 
Paper,  or  ftipulated  for,  in  our  Conventions,  or 
promis'd  in  P ,  or  provided  for  by  the  Na- 
tion 5  and  if,  in  fupport  of  this  Fact,  the  free  Declara- 
tions of  every  Officer  without  Doors  who  had  ferved 
Abroad, or  even  the  Intimations  of  fomeof  them  with- 
in, fhould  be  cited;  would  not  the  Anfwer  be  ready  ? 
The  D —  has  mufler'd  them  complete  :  The  D — 
has  certify'd  them  complete  ;  will  any  Man  dare  to 

difpute  what  the   D aflferts  ?    Will  you  credit 

common  Fame  againfl  the  D 's  Report  ?   Will 

you    countenance  the  Intimation    of  any  Inferior 

Officer  againft  the  Authority  of  the   D him- 

felf?  iSc. 

There  is  no  Man  who  reads  this,  who  does 
not  feel  the  Force  of  fuch  a  Battery,  and  who  will 
not  acknowledge,  That  the  Virtue  and  Spirit  of 
thefe  Times,  are  abundantly  too  feeble  to  bear  up 
againfl  it,  unlefs  with  the  Weight  of  the  whole 
Cabal  for  their  Support. 

D  2  In 
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In  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne,  indeed,  we  meet 
with  a  Parliamentary  Arraignment  of  our  Naval 
Conduct  ;  when  his  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  George 
of  Denmark,  Her  Majefty's  Confort,  was  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  England  :  Bur  what  was  difficult  then, 
would,  perhaps,  be  found  impoflible  now  •,  and  it 
would  be  in  vain  to  quote  a  Precedent  which  no 
Body  would  dare  to  make   nfe    of. 

1  would  not,  however,  be  underitood  to  draw 
the  leaft  Inference    from  what  has  been  faid,  to  the 

Difad  vantage    of  his  R H :    If  both  the 

"Declarations  of  Officers  without  Doors,  and  the  In- 
timations of  thofe  within,  are  untrue,  that  Untruth 
ought,  for  his  fake,  to  be  manifefted  :  If  otherwife, 
it  cannot,  I  think,  with  Decency  be  expected,  that 
any  Name,  how  refpeclable  foever.  fhould  be  in- 
terpos'd  between  the  Public,  and  thofe  who  have 
betray 'd    it. 

We  all  know  the  Payments  did  not  pafs  thro' 
his  Hands:  It  cannot  be  imagin'd  that  our  Allies 
would  be  fo  unreafonable,  or  fo  immodeft,  as  to 
infill  on  being  paid  for  Troops  they  did  riot  fur- 
nifh  :  It  cannot  be  imagin'd  that  our  Thrifty 
M— — rs  would  comply  with  their  Demands  if  they 
did:  But  then  we  know  that  no  Saving  hath 
ever  occur'd  to  the  Nation,  on  this  or  on  any  other 
Arncle  whatfoever ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  to  be 
wifh'd,  that  fuch  Methods  might  be  taken  to  fet 
this  Affair  in  as  a  clear  Light,  as  would  ferve  to 
evince,  That  amongft  the  Motives  of  fetting  the 
D at  the  Head  of  the  Army,  that  of  pre- 
venting, or  defeating  P — Enquiries,  was 

never  once  thought   of. 

In  Tendernefs  to  his  R— ■ H ,   I  am 

alfo  as  unwilling  to  fuppofe,  that  another  of  the 
Motives  for  conferring  this  High  Truft  upon  him, 
was,  for  the  fake  of -ruining  the  War  with  fo  much 
the  more  Facility  ;  which,  however  incredibly  wick- 
ed 
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ed  it  may  feem,   was  not  only  their  confrant  En- 
deavour, while  they  were  Under- Actors  or  Co-ad- 
jutors  in    the  C — b  —  t,     but  the  fettled,  deter- 
min'd,  nay  Stipulated  Plan,  upon   which  they  pro- 
ceeded with  their  new  Allies,  when  they   got  the 
whole  Power  of  this  Country  into  their  Hands1,   as 
in   the  Sequel  will    be  made  Sufficiently  plain  :  But, 
unwilling  as  I  am  to  fuppofe,  that  any  fuch  hor- 
rid Practice  was  try'd  on  a  P  — ~  of  fuch  Hopes,  I 
can  fcarce   avoid  it,  when  I .  reflect  upon  the   more 
horrid  Practices,  which  the  fame  Cabal    had  pre- 
viously try'd  both  on  S — v — n  and  Subject  ;   and 
when  I   alfo  reflect  upon  the  obvious  Confidera- 
tions  which    might  ferve  as  Inducements  to  it  :  As 
ift,  His  natural  Temper,  which  was  warm;    2d, 
His  Rank,  which  put  him  above  the  Controul  of 
any  Colleague  ;  and  3d,  His  Inexperience   in  the 
Practice  of  War  :  All  of  them  fuch  Ingredients  in 
the  Compofition  of   a  General,  as  could  not  fail 
to  lead  him  into    fome  Errors,  and  to  create  fuch 
Mifunderftandings  and  DuTentions,    as  had   an  un- 
avoidable Tendency  to  ruin   the  War. 

But,  as  if  thefe  Simples  were  not  likely  to   work 
up  a  Ferment  fufficiently    Strong,  we  find  them, 

moreover,  infilling,  on   his,  the  D 's,   having 

the  fupreme  Command  of  the  Dutch,  even  after 
the  Stadtbolder  had  been  chofcn;  refufing  to  ac- 
cept of  any  Temperament;  rendering  it.  thereby 
inpracticable  for  the  two  Armies  to  join,  confe- 
quently  rendering  both  Armies  unserviceable,  snd  at 
once  furni lliing  the  States  with  Pretences  to  excufe 
themfelves  from  putting  the  Power  of  the  Repub- 
lic into  fuch  Hands,  as  would  have  exerted  it  ho- 
neftly  againft  the  common  Enemy,  and  fowing 
fuch  Seeds  of  Animofity  between  his  R — -  H — . 
and  his  B er  the  P of  O ,  as,  in  Con- 
currence with  all  the  other  Parts  of  the  Manage- 
ment, could  not   fail  to  operate  to  the  Ruin  of 

the 
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the  War ;  but  dill  in  fo  artful  a  Manner  as  to  fcreen 
themfelves  from  all  Poffibility  of  Accufation  on  that 
Head  •,  as  having  that  plaulible  Pretence  always  at 
Hand,  That  it  was  for  the  Honour  of  the  Nation,  and 

for  the  Honour  of  His ,    that  they  had 

infilled  upon  this  Point  ;  and  thereby  fo  involv- 
ing the  D — —  in  the  vifible  and  more  immediate 
Misfortunes  of  the  War,  as  to  make  it  impoffible 
to  charge  Ihem  indirectly,  without  charging  his 
R H— —  directly,  and  by  Confequence  ren- 
dering themfelves  invulnerable,  but  through  the 
Side  of  a  favourite  P—  of  the  Blood  R — 

If  it  mould  be   urg'd,   That,  according  to    this 

Reprefentation,    the  D himfelf  hath  as   much 

Reafon  to   complain  of  their  Perfidy,  as  either  the 

*  *  *  *   his  F ,  the  P — —  his  B- r,  or 

the  whole  Nation  in  general,  it  would  be  readily 
granted  he  hath:  But  then,  had  the  War  pros- 
per'd  under  his  Direction,  he  would  have  owed  his 
Eftab'lifhment  to  his  own  Importance,  and  muft 
have  reduced  Them  to  a  Dependance  upon  Him  ; 
whereas  the  Cafe  being  as  it  is,  They,  as  the  only 
Conquerors,  confider  Him  but  as  a  Dependent  upon 
Them,  and  make  Provifion  for  his  Greatnefs  only 
to  fupport  their  own. 

And  here  let  us  paufe  a  Moment,  to  reflect  on 
the  Danger  of  too  clofe  a  Connection  between 
the  Military  Power,  and  That  of  a  Cabal,  not  only 
in,  the  ufurp'd  Poflefiion  of  the  Civil,  but  fo  def- 
perately  tenacious  of  it,  as  to  put  all  Things  to 
the  Hazard,  rather  than  fuffer  it  to  be  torn  out 
of  their  Hands,    even  by  him  who  gave  it. 

It  is  needlefs  to  fay,  that  the  very  Notion  of 
an  Army  in  Time  of  Peace,  is  abhorrent  to 
the  Genius,  and  Conftitution  of  this  Kingdom; 
and  that  even,  to  this  Hour,  the  Military  is  rather 
tolerated  from  Year  to  Year,  than  made  a  Part 
of  the  National  Eftablilhment :   Thefe  are  Facts 

known 
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Known  to  every  Body  :  But  every  Body  does  not 
know,  or   does  not  confider,  how   peculiarly  alarm- 
ing any  Extenjion  of  that    unconstitutional  Power 
is  at  this  Crifis,  or   what   Convulfions  it  may  one 
Day   give    rife   to.     It   is    the   Ufe    only  that   is 
made   the  Pretence  for    any   fuch  Extenjion:  But 
'tis  the  Abufe  we  ought   to  guard  againft  :  What 
under  a  mere  Subject    might   only  create  Difplea- 
fure,  under  one  that    is  fomething  more,  may  both 
create  and  warrant  Sufpicion,  if  his  known  Virtues 
did  not  forbid  us  to  entertain  it :    Thar,  however, 
fome  very  ftrange  Attempts  have  already  been  made 
with  regard  to  Court- Martials  cannot  be  deny'd;  and 
that  the  prefent  Plan  of  reducing  the  Army  is  very 
different  from  Thofe  formerly  obferv'drmay  be  col- 
lected  by  any    Body  who  will  be  at  the  Trouble 
of  comparing  them  :  According  to  That  now  in 
Operation,  the  Eftabiimment,  both  in  England  and 
Ireland,  will  confift  of  many  more  Regiments  than 
ever  were  admitted  before  •>    and  while  the  Public 
is  artfully  taught  to  meafure  the  Reduction  by   the 
Numbers  of    private  Men  difcliarg'd,  it  will    be 
eafy  for  thofe  in  the  Command,    to  augment  them 
to  60,   or  70,000  Men,  without  the  Addition  of  a 
fingle  Officer,  without  any  extraordinary  or  per- 
ceptable  Movement,  and  by  the  common  Method 
of  recruiting  only. 

Thefe,  it  mufl  be  owned,  are  ugly  Symptoms ; 
and  thefe,  perhaps,  are  not  the  worit  that  might  be 
fpecified  :  Tarn  Marte  quam  Mercurio,  is  a  Saying 
which  may  be  applied  with  as  much  Propriety, 
aimoft  to  every  Officer  who  has  a  S —  in  either 
*****,  as  to  Cafar  himfelf. 

In  vain,  therefore,  do  we  clamour  for  Place-Bills, 
to  guard  againfl  an  unnatural  Influence  in  P — — , 
if  for  every  Door  we  fhut,  we  open  two  ♦,  and  if 
we  fu [fertile  brave  Man  who  has   acted  the  Pare 

of 


(      32      ) 

of  a  Hero  abroad,  to  be  expofed  to  the  Necefiity  of 
acting  the  Part  of  a  Proftitute  at  Home. 

In  fhort,  the  Continuance  and  Growth  of  that 
Influence  is  at  all  Times  to  be  dreaded  ;  but  never 
more  fo,  than  when  it  is  liable  to  the  Direction  of 
the  Military,  or  of  fuch  an  AfFociation  of  Interefts, 
as  amounts  to  the  fame  Thing,  or  as  may  be  preffed 
into  the  fame  Service:  And  on  the  other  hand, 
when  the  Military  is  put  on  as  high  a  Footing,  as 
the  Legiflative,  we  may  be  fure  the  Hand  of  Efau 
will  foon  prevail  again (t  the  Voice  of  Jacob.  A 
Body  of  Men  that  wore  the  facred  Name  of  Par- 
liament, (whether  they  were  juflly  entitled  to  it 
or  not)  were  once  ejected  by  the  Creatures  of  their 
own  Power  \  and  if  we  do  not  apprehend,  that  the 
like  Violence  can  be  ever  again  committed,  we 
ought  to  recollect,  that  our  Anceflors  did  not  ap- 
prehend it  could  ever  be  committed  at  all. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  let  me  have  Leave  to  fay, 
with  all  imaginable  Refpect  for  the  illuftrions  Perfon 
we  have  been  difcourflng  of,  with  the  moil  grateful 
Senfe  of  his  Merits  and  Services,  which  ought  to  be 
acknowledged,  encouraged,  and  rewarded  in  every 
Way  but  this  \  let  me  have  Leave  to  fay,  and  I 
hope  every  brave  and  honefl  Man  in  the  King- 
dom will  fay  with  me,  ift,  That  the  veiling  the 

D with  the  chief  Command  of  the  Army,  was 

a  Meafure  which  arofe  from  the  mod  infiduous 
Advice,  which  was  calculated  to  ferve  the  mofl 
unjuftifiable  Purpofes,  and  which  hath  already  pro- 
duced the  mofl  tragical  Effects:  And  2dly,That  the 
continuing  him  in  the  faid  Command,  after  the  Con- 
clufionof  a  Definitive  Treaty  had  taken  away  all  reafo- 
nable  Pretence  for  fo  doing,  and  under  the  Domina- 
tion of  a  Faction  potent  enough  to  concenter  in  them- 
felves  all  the  effential  Powers  of  the  M— ic-y,  can- 
not be  regarded,   but  as   an  Attempt  to  perpetuate 

the 


(     33    ) 

the  Acquifition  they  have  made,  and  to  hold  the 
M— n--rc— y  in  perpetual  Vaffalage. 

We  have  now  feen   the  B rs  mounted  on 

the  Shoulders   of  the :     We  have  fhewn  the 

Steps  they  took  to  attain  that  monftrous  Elevation  •, 
and  we  have  pointed  out  the  Means,  by  which  they 
expect  to  fecure  their  Stability. 

From  the  Removal  of  the  E —  of  0 ,  to  the 

CJofe  of  the  Year  1744,  it  was  but  natural  for  the 
Paffion  of  the  Times,  the  Variety  of  the  Tranf- 
adions,  the  infinite  Arts  that  were  ufed  to  dif- 
guife  the  Truth  of  Fads,  and  the  intricate  Nature 
of  many  of  thofe  Fads,  which  do  not  immediately, 
fbmetimes  never,  come  into  the  public  View,  to 
create  a  Doubt,  on  whom  to  fix  as  Author  of  any 
one  Ad  in  the  motly  and  mixed  Adminiftration, 
during  that  Interval:  But  from  that  Period  there 
can  be  no  longer  any  Doubt,  to  whom  to  give  the 
Praife,  if  any  Fraife  is  due;  and  on  whom  to  beftow 
the  Curfes  of  the  Nation,  if  any  Curfes  are  due  to 
Thofe  who  have  had  the  Condud  of  our  public 
Affairs. 

I  have  already  faid,  that  They  had  determined, 
nay  I  have  faid  more,  that  they  had  ftipu'ated  with 
their  new  Allies,  to  ruin  the  War  :  Both  which 
Afiertions  have  fomething  in  them  fo  extraordinary, 
that  I  mould  not  exped  them  to  find  Belief,  if  they 
were  not  uniformly  fupported  by  the  whole  Tenor 
of  their  Management;  if  fome  undeniable  Proofs 
had  not  already  occurred  in  the  Courfe  of  thefe 
Sheets  ]  if  the  Matter  of  Fad  had  not  been  ac- 
knowledged, nay  gloried  in  by  fome  of  the  greateft 
and  ableit  of  thofe,  who  were  Parties  to  the  in- 
famous Contrad,  of  which  this  was   the  principal 

Condition  •,  and  if  the  B rs  themfelves,  though 

charged  with  ir,  both  in  public  and  private,  had  ever 
dared,  either  in  public  or  private,  to  deny  it. 

But  in  Cafes  of  fuch  enormous  Guilt  as  this,  fuch 
E  is 
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is  the  Weaknefs  or  Gcnerofity  of  Mankind,  that 
after  the  ftrongeit  Proofs,  and  even  after  Con- 
fefiion  of  the  Fact,  either  they  have  fome  Re- 
mains of  Diffidence,  or  Returns  of  Curiofity;  and 
for  that  Reafon  it  may  be  expedient  to  offer  fuch 
farther  Evidence,  as  may  ferve  both  to  illuftrate 
and  account  for  fuch  a  Proceeding,  at  once  fo 
defperate  in  its  own  Nature,  and  feemingly  fo  con- 
tradictory to  the  Intereits  of  thofe  who  put  it  in 
Practice. 

Firft  then,  Tfye  two  B rs  had  been  brought 

up  at  the  Feet  of  W ,  (who  was  their  Gamaliel 

in  Politics)  and  had  acted  an  Under-Part  in  every 
pacific  Meafure,  which  had  been  the  Difgrace  of 
his  Administration.  When  he  refufed  to  affift  the 
Emperor  in  the  War  of  38,  and  for  Want  of  that 
Affiftance,  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  was  deprived  of 
the  Two  Sicilies,  as  alfo  of  other  States  in  Italy, 
and  Lorrain  was  ceded  to  France,  they  were  of 
his  Cabal  in  private,  and  in  public  his  Advocates; 
when  nothing  but  a  War  could  fecure  us  from 
the  Piracies  of  the  Spaniards,  they  countenanced 
him  in  his  Convention,  and  every  other  wretched 
Subterfuge  he  had  Recourfe  to,  with  a  Purpofe  to 
avoid  it;  and  when  it  couid  be  no  longer  avoided, 
they  alfo  countenanced  him  in  all  the  feeble,  dila- 
tory, ruinous  Meafures  he  took  to  render  it  ineffec- 
tual, and  thereby  juftify  his  own  Backwardnefs  to 
enter  into  it. 

When,  therefore,  W — was  remov'd,  and 

they  were  fuffered  to  continue,  it  was  but  natural 
that  his  Followers  fhould  fill  up  their  Train;  for 
how  much  foever  they  were  pleas'd  with  his  Re- 
moval, or  had  contributed  to  it,  they  had  kept 
the  Secret  fo  well  that  it  was  fcarce  fufpected :  In 
this  Following  confided  their  Strength,  not  in  their 
Parts,  or  Characters :  They  knew  it,  and  they  made 

their  Difpofuio  s  accordingly  :   The  new  M *s 

Plan 
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Plan  was  diametrically  opp  ofite  to  That  of  the 
Old  :  The  —  had  embraced  it,  becaufe  it  appeared 
more  agreeable  to  his  own  Glory,  and  the  Figure 
thefe  Nations  had  ufed  to  make  amongft  their 
Neighbours  :  He  that  propofed  they  knew  would 
lead,  which  was  by  no  means  favourable  to  their 
Views  and  Interefts  \  and  the  Method  they  took 
to  fupplant  him,  was  to  recommend  the  Old  Syitem, 
in  Contradiftinclion  to  the  New  ;  and,  under  the 
Pretence  of  that  Confiftency,  which  they  had  not 
obferv'd  themfelves,  to  engage  the  Phalanx,  when 
Time  mould  ferve,  to  avow  it." 

But  this  Affectation  of  Confiftency  was  no  other 
than  the  Glofs  which  they  endeavoured  to  fet  on 
their  own  Rottennefs :  They  had  been  fond  of 
Peace,  only  becaufe  they  were  fonder  of  Corruption  ; 
and  as  a  fleady  Perfeverance  in  the  Right  was 
juflly  rank'd  among  the  Virtues,  they  knew  they 
had  Partizans  firm  and  intrepid  enough,  to  pafs  an 
obftinate  Profccution  of  the  Wrong,  upon  the 
World,  for  the  Ja?ne  Thing. 

They  were,  moreover,  encouraged  in  this  Profe- 
cution  by  the  almoft  incredible  Change  which  their 
Allies,  in  the  Oppofition,  had  found  Means  to  ef- 
fect in  the  Opinions  and  Behaviour  of  the  People  ; 
for  tho'  the  War  was  a  Meafure  which  they  had 
call'd  for  themfelves  ;  tho'  it  had  been  advis'd, 
recommended,  and  fupported  by  Parliament  ±  tho\ 
it  was  confident  with  all  the  Principles  of  Policy 
purfued  by  all  wife  Nations,  and  in  particular  with 
thofe  of  This  ;  and  tho'  it  was  certain,  That  the  con- 
trary Meafure  would,  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  have  re- 
fign'd  the  World  to  France,  that  an  Acquiefence 
in  the  Grandeur  of  that  dangerous  Neighbour,  had 
never  been  countenane'd  by  any  upright  Parliament, 
nor  endur'd    by    the   Nation,    nor    ever    avow'd 

by  any  Minifter,  till  both  Minifter    and   K in 

the  Reign  of  Charles  II.  were  bought   and  fold  by 
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thofe  of  France ,  nor  ever  made  a  Point  of  Op- 
pofnion,  till  the  difcarded  Minifters  of  that  and  the 
next  infamous  Reign,  fet  it  up  againft  the  Meafures 
of  King  William  \  I  fay,  tho5  all  thefe  Facts  were  no- 
torious and  undeniable,  the  new  Minifters  were  ren- 
dered unpopular,  by  following  the  very  Maxims 
which  had  rendcr'd  all  other  Minifters  popular :  In 
proportion  as  their  Credit  grew  tarnifh'd,  that  of  the 
War  did  the  fame ;  and,  intoxicated  with  the  Draught 
they  had  fwallow'd,  the  Public  were  induc'd  to 
forgive  the  Tools  of  IV — — 's  hated  Adminiftration, 
rather  than  confide  any  longer  in  the  Efforts 
of  thofe  whofe  Glory  it  had  been  to  remove  him. 

This  is  fufficient  to  account  for  the  Obftacles  rais'd 
by  the  two  B — rs,  and  the  Clamour  they  made  againft 
the  War,  while  they  acted  only  an  Under-Part  in 
the  carrying  it  on  :  And  without  flopping  to  won- 
der, that  the  fame  Pretences,  which  had  operated  fo 
forcibly  upon  the  Public  againft  their  Rivals,  and 
which  ought  to  have  operated  with  double  that 
Force  againft  them,  had,  from  the  Moment  they 
carry'd  their  Point,  no  Operation  at  all  ;  or  to  ask, 
as  others  have  done,  Why,  when  they  found  them- 
felves  Mailers  of  the  C — b — -t,  they  did  not  aft 
as  cavalierly  in  it,  with  refpecl:  to  Meafures,  as 
they  had  prefum'd  to  do  with  refpecl:  to  Men  ? 
I  (hall  proceed  to  explain,  flrft,  the  Motives  which 
induc'd  them  to  take  that  prepofterous  Determina- 
tion, to  ruin  the  War,  which,  in  contempt  of  their 
Notions  of  Confiftency,  they  had  promis'd  to  fup- 
port  -,  and  then  the  feveral  Steps  and  Gradations 
by  which   they  obtain'd  their  Ends. 

On  the  flrft  of  thefe  Articles  little  need  be  faid ; 
for  nothing  can  be  more  evident,  than  that,  if  the 
War  had  been  fuccefsful,  even  in  their  own  Hands, 
the  Honour  of  that  Succefs  would  have  redounded 
to  the  firft  Advifers  of  it  >  in  which  Cafe  it  was 
reafonable   to  expecl,  that  the  Tide  of  Popularity 

would 
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would  once  again  have  turn'd  in  their  Favour : 
Not  a  City  Recorder,  or  a  Corporation  Town-Clerk 
could  then  have  made  a  congratulatory  Speech,  or 
drawn  up  an  Addrefs,  but  the  Eyes  of  the  People 
would  have  been  turn'd  upon  them  •,  whatsoever 
had  been  faid  in  favour  of  thofe  National  Topicks, 
the  Obligation  of  Treaties,  the  Reafonablenefs  of 
fupporting  our  Allies,  the  NecefTrry  of  afierting  the 
Honour  of  the  Nation,  and  the  indifpenfabie  Duty 
of  retrieving  our  commercial  Intereft,  rivalled  by 
France,  and  invaded  by  Spain,  would  have  been 
faid  in  Favour  of  Ihem  :  And  it  would  have  been 
utterly  forgot,  that  ever  they  had  been  confidered 
as  F och,  or  Tools,  or  Hanoverians. 

Now   this    was  the  worjt  which   the  B rs 

had  to  expert  from  a  profperous  IfTue  of  the 
War  -,  for  they  had  the  fame  Reafon  to  expect  that 
the  Power  of  their  Rivals  would  have  return'd 
with  their  Popularity,  and  that  the  Negotiations  for  a 
Peace  would  have  been  entrufted  to  them  %  in  the 
Courfe  of  which  they  might  have  difplay'd  fuch  Parts 
and  Abilities,  and  realiz'd  fo  many  Advantages  to 
the  Nation,  as  had  put  them  out  of  the  reach  of 
Opposition  for  the  Time  to  come  :  Under  their 
Direction,  No  Search  would  have  been  the  firft 
Preliminary  we  had  iign'd  with  Spain,  and  the  abfo- 
lute  Demolition  of  Dunkirk  (not  fuch  a  Collufive 
Stipulation,  as  that  which  at  pre  fen  t  fo  highly  and 
fo  juftly  offends  the  Public)  had  been  the  firft  we 
had  flgn'd  mthFrance:  Inftead  of  obliging  our  Allies 
to  difpence  with  our  Engagements,  we  had  fulfill'd 
them  -,  inftead  of  gratifying  our  Enemies  at  their 
Expence,  we  had  gratified  them  at  the  Expence  of 
our  Enemies  -,  and  as  to  Cape  Breton,  inftead 
of  proftituting  the  Honour  of  the  Nation,  by 
fending  Flofiages  to  France  by  Way  of  Fawn  for 
its  Reftitution,  it  had  remained  to  the  Brittjh 
Empire,   as  an  eternal  Proof  of  the  Re&itude  of  a 

Syftem, 
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Syftem,  which  had  been  ennobled  by  the  Efforts  of 
King  William^  and  the  Triumphs  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough^  and  which  had  never  been  difcoun- 
tenanced,  but  when  a  French  Miftrefs  had  the  Af- 
cendency  in  the  Bed-Chamber,  or  a  French  Mi- 
nifter  in  the  Cabinet. 

Thefe  would  have  been  the  Fruits  of  their  Labour, 
with  refpect  to  foreign  Affairs  •,  and  in  virtue 
of  the  Importance  which  they  muft  have  unavoi- 
dably derived  from  fo  many  important  Services, 
they  would  have  been  able  to  difperfe  thofe  Locufts 
which  had  fo  long  devoured  the  Land;  and  to  pro- 
mote thofe  Reformations,  which  the  Public  had 
once  fo  impatiently  demanded,  and  which  They  had 
never  been  able  to  promote  effectually  before. 

This  is  fufficient  to  ihew,  what  perfonal  In* 
ducements  the  two  5— — rs  were  directed  by  :  And 
now  it  is  fit  to  Ihew  farther  what  additional  Strength 
this  left-handed  Biafs  of  theirs  received  from  their 
new  Allies  of  the  Broad-Bottom:  The  Latter,  it 
feems,  had  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  fo  jockey'd 
in  their  Treacy,  had  come  in  upon  fuch  low  Terms, 
in  Comparifon  to  the  Height  of  their  Demands, 
and  were,  moreover,  fo  disjointed  by  their  Infide- 
lities to  each  other  •,  that  they  found  themfelves  at 
firft  more  uneafy  in  the  PofTeffion,  than  ever  they 
had  been  in  the  Purfuit.  As  they  had  never  efleemed 

the  B rj,  after  this  Treatment,  they  could  not 

help  diflrufting  them  ;  and  they  had  no  Way  to 
be  fecure   in  their    Employments,  but  by  putting 

them,  the  B rs9  on  fuch  Meafures,  and   driving 

them  on  fuch  Difficulties,  as  mould  at  the  fame 
Time  expcfe  them  yet  farther  in  the  C — b — t,  and 
render  their  own  Services  fo  much  the  more  ne- 
ceffary  for  their  Support  :  With  this  double  View, 
they  infifted  on  the  Neceflity  of  faving  Appearances 
for  a  Seffion  at  lead,  and  in  order  thereto,  of  acting 
in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  mould  feem  to  reconcile  the 

two 
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two  feemingly-oppofite  Characters  of  Patriot  and 

Placeman :  This  the  B rs9  wanting  either  Coiir 

rage  to  deny,  or  Skill  to  obviate,  were  forced  to 
yield  to,  tho'  aware  of  the  Perplexities  and  Mifchicfs 
it  would  unavoidably  bring  upon  them  :  Accor- 
dingly, during  that  whole  S n,  the  Bread- 
Bottoms  acted  in  fuch  an  ambiguous  Manner,  alter- 
nately oppofing  and  fupporting,  condemning  and 
approving,  flattering  and  abufing  both  Meafures 
and  Men,  as  confounded  all  Principles  of  Judg- 
ment, or  Probability  of  Conjecture.  Such  Place- 
men, fuch  Patriots,  inch  Politics,  had  never  been 
feen  in  this  Country  before  ;  and  the  Nation  was 
more  intent  on  gaping  at  this  incomprehenfible 
Phcenomenon,  than  in  attending  to,  or  guarding 
againft^  the  Dangers  it  foreboded. 

But  we  ought  not  to  hurry  over  this  Scene 
without  throwing  a  due  Degree  of  Distinction  on 
the  principal  Actor  in  it.  There  was  one  Mart 
among  the  Broad-Bottoms  of  affected  Candour,  but 
no  Principle  -,  fluent  Tongue,  and  (leady  Counte- 
nance ;  who,  en  the  Merit  of  having  been  ill-ufed 

by  W ,  and  too  well  ufed  by  the  P —  of — , 

had  fet  himfelf  up  as  the  Cicero  of  the  Times  for 
Eloquence ,  and  as  another  Cato  for  Inflexibility. 
This  Man,  this  great  Man,  was  purpofejy  left  out 
of  the  general  Promotion,  that  he  might  come  in 
afterwards  with  fo  much  the  more  Weight  -,  that 
he  might  be  at  Liberty  to  life  fuch  Language,  and 
raife  fuch  Difficulties  and  Obflructionsin  the  Courie 

of  the  S n,  as,  on  the  one  Hand,  mould  oblige 

the  B^ — --rs  to  perform  Articles ;  and  on  the  other, 
mould  furnifh  them  with  Pretences,  to  oblige  iho 
*  *  *  *  t0  do  the  fame. 

Thefe  Articles  were  two*  The  one  oftenfible 
and  peculiar  to  the  Broad-Bottoms :  The  other  non- 
oftenfible  and  common  to  both  the  contracting  Par- 
ties. The  firft  comprehended  the  Dif  million  of  half 

the 
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the  Hanoverian  Forces,    by  way   of  Tub  to  the 
Populace  :  And    the  other,   the  Ruin  of  the  War. 

The  B rs  were  willing  enough  to  comply  with 

the  former,  when  they  confidered  its  Operation 
with  refpect  to  the  latcer :  But  when  they  con- 
fidered farther,  of  what  more  immediate  Impor- 
tance in  was  to  them,  to  recover  if  poffible  lome 
Degree  of  Favour  in  the  C — b — t,  juft  for  the 
Sake  of  making  the  Time  they  fpent  there,  fo  much 
the  more  eafy  to  themfelves  •,  they  were  for  poft- 
poning  the  Experiment ;  at  lead  they  fo  pretended, 
and  in  Actions  of  this  double  Nature,  it  is  im- 
polTible  to  know  when  Men  are  iincere.  The  Broad' 
Bottoms,  on  the  contrary,  would  hear  of  no  Delay; 
and  their  Undertaker- General  debated  the  Matter 
fo  fiercely  with  the  younger,  that  he  who  had  talked 
up  his  Abilities  fo  high,  for  the  Sake  of  terrifying 
others,  grew  frighted  for  himfelf,  and  rather  choie 
to  comply  with  his  Demands,  than  remain  any 
longer  the  But  of  his  abufive  Oratory  ;  which,  fri- 
volous as  it  was,  he  could  neither  bear  or  repel. 

But  though  the  B — — rs  had  not  Courage  enough 
to  interpofe  themfelves  between  the  *  *  *  *  and  this 
Anti'Dimmock,  they  had  Artifice  enough  to  takeoff 
the  Edge  of  his  Weapon,  before  they  fufFered  him 
to  (Irike  his  Blow.  For  they  not  only  induced  him 
to  give  Leave,  that  his  *******  mould  have 
57,965/.  DifmiiTion-Money,  for  the  faid  Moiety  of 
his  Forces  in  Briiifu  Pay,  under  the  Pretence  of  de- 
fraying the  Charge  of  their  March  Home-,  but  that 
the  faid  Moiety,  inftead  of  marching  Home,  mould 
pafs  into  the  Service  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ; 
who  was,  moreover,  complimented  with  an  addi- 
onal  Subfidy  of  200,000/.  for  their  Pay,  till  the 
Temper  of  the  Times  would  permit  their  being  re- 
placed on  the  fame  Footing  as  before. 

It  was  in  this  manner  the  Broad-Bottoms  juftify'd 
all   the  Licence  they  had   taken,    in    treating   of 

tf_r 
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H r  Jobbs  ;  and,  in  particular,  of  the  Dangers 

and    Diffractions    to   be    apprehended  from    the 

H r  Troops.     But,  not  to  lofe  Time  in  ex* 

pofing  fo  glaring  an  Affront  to  the  Common-Senfe 
of  Mankind,  and  which  no  Language  is  ftrong 
enough  to  expofe  as  it  deferves,  1  fhall  now  proceed 
to  remind  you  of  fuch  other  Meafures,  as  were  the 
Growth  of  this  Year,  and  which  had  as  manifeft  a 
Tendency  to  ruin  the  War. 

The  Campaign  of  this  Summer  1745,  being  the 

Jfirfb   in  which  his  R H the  D had 

the  Command,  it  was  natural  to  expect,  as  well  be- 
caufe  fie  was  a  Favourite  S — n,  as  becaufe  he  was 
their  own  EIeff>  That  they  would  either  have  fur- 
nifhed  him  with  fuch  Ajjiflances  and  Advices,  as 
fhould  have  enabled  him  tQ  make  his  firft  Effort 
with  Honour  to  himfelf,  and  Advantage  to  the 
Common  Caufe  -,  or,  at  lead,  with  fuch  Cautions  as 
mould  have  lecured  him  from  any  remarkable  Re- 
pulfe  \  and  no  doubt  they  would  have  obferved 
this  Direction,  if  the  Succefs  of  the  War  had  been 
their  Object:  ;  but  oppofite  Views,  requiring  oppo- 
fite  Conduct,  it  appears,  iff.  That  no  Thought  was 
ever  entertained  of  procuring  an  equal  Body  of  Troops 
to  replace  the  8000  Hanoverians  transferred  to  the 
Auftrian  Service:  2dly.  That  under  the  Notion  of 
80000  Men,  they  fuffered  him  to  take  the  Field 
with  no  more  than  50000  ;  that  is  to  fay,  20000 
Englifh,  8000  Hanoverians,  and  22000  Dutch: 
3dly,  That  it  was  an  avowed  Article  of  their  own 
Belief,  that  the  Hanoverians  could  not  fight  ;  and 
of  all  the  World's,  that  the  Dutch  would  not  fight  ; 
whence  it  followed,  that  the  fnppofed  effective  Part  of 
this  Army  amounted  to  no  more  than  1 8,000  Foot, 
and  4000  Horfe,  or  thereabouts  :  4thly,  That  the 
French,  which  were  rated  here  at  120,000,  did 
really  amount  to  70,000,  and  were  moreover  en- 
trenched up  to   the  Teeth ,  under  the  Countenance 

F  of 


(     42     ) 

of  their  Sovereign,  and  the  Conduct  of  their  ableft 
General:  And  5thiy,  That,  though  theDifparity  was 
fo  notorious,  inftead  of  directing  their  young  Hero 
to  aft  on  the  defenfive,  which  feemed  to  be  the 
only  fenfible  Part  he  could  aft  •,  They,  the  very 
Men,  who  the  Year  before  would  not  permit  the 
Allied  Army,  which  was  then  as  much  fuperior  to 
That  ot  France,  to  make  any  Effort  at  all,  direfted 
the  D to  attack  the  Enemy   in  their  Lines. 

On  what  Principle,  therefore,  can  we  account  for 
fuch  extravagant  and  inconfiftent  Conduft,  but  That 
which  hath  been  already  fo  often  inculcated  ?  (For 
tho'  the  Raifing  the  Siege  of  Tournay  furnifhed  the 
Pretence,  no  fufficient  Reafon  could  be  affigned  to 
juftify  that  Pretence :)  And  yet  fuch  was  the  in- 
trepid Behaviour,  both  of  our  National  and  Elec- 
toral Troops,  that,  notwithstanding  all  Difad- 
vantages,  they  had  like  to  have  made  a  capital 
Miftake  and  ruined  the  French  Army,  inftead 
of  ruining  the  War.     Our  Soldiers  were  in  earned^ 

whatever  our  M ■  s  were  :  Fighting  was  their 

Bufinefs :  Conqueft  their  Purpofe  :  And  that  they 
did  not  obtain  it,  was  far  from  being  any  Fault  of 
theirs.  They  had  driven  the  whole  Force  of  the 
Enemy  before  them,  and  had  only  a  fmall  Referve, 
much  inferior  to  the  Scfoo  Hanoverians,  who  had 
been  difmifled,  to  matter.  But  this  Referve,  fmall 
as  it  was,  was  more  than  fufficient  to  repel  the 
feeble  Attempts  of  Men  wearied  out  with  the 
Slaughter  they  had  made,  and  opprefTed  with  the 
Burden  of  fo  many  Victories.  In  fine,  the  Arts 
of  the  Two  B rs,  not  the  Arms  of  France,  pre- 
vailed ;  and  the  Iffue  of  the  Day  was  altogether  as 
fatal,  as  the  Efforts  of  it  were  gloiious. 

From  the  Time  of  the  Battle  of  Dettinghen,  till  this 
fatal  Period,  France  had  proceeded  in  the  mod  cau- 
tious Manner,  as  if  more  apprehenfive  cf  being  fub- 
dued  herfelf,   than  intent  on  fubduing  the  Allies ; 

But, 
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But,  having  now  obtained  the  Clue  to  our  hew  Con- 
duct, ("by  what  Means  will,  probably,  at  one  Time 
or  another,  be  brought  to  Light,)  made  fuch  Di£- 
pofitions  to  improve  the  Opportunities  which  arofe 
in  her  Favour,  that  the  War  took  a  very  different 
Biafs  from  what  it  had  hitherto  done  ;  and  a  conti- 
nued Series  of  ill  Succefs  on  our  Side,  not  only 
feemed  to  confirm  all  the  Forebodings  of  the  Broad- 
Bottom  Faction,  but  to  authorife  the  long  exploded 
Schemes  of  Clifford,  Rocbefter,  Bolingbroke,  and 
Waipole. 

The  Lofs  o$  Tour  nay  was  the  firfl  Confequence 
of  this  rafh  Attack,  and  hard-earn'd  Victory  : 
Ghent :,  Bruges,  Dendermonde,  Ouddnarde,  Jetb, 
Nieuport,  and  Oft  end,  followed  in  Train  •,  and  with 
thefe  cruel  Aggravations,  that  nolefs  than  6000  Men 
were  cut  off,  by  our  ill-concerted  Project  to  lave 
the  firft  of  thole  Places  ("which  could  not  have 
been  faved  by  lefs  than  a  whole  Army)  and  two 
Battalions  of  Guards  in  the  lad. 

It  is  moreover  obfervable,  that  one  of  thefe  Bat- 
talions was  tranfported  from  hence,  tho'  it  was  uni- 
verfally   known,  the  Place  was  indefenfible  -,  tho' 

his    M ******  had    fent  Advice  from   H r, 

where  he  then  was,  that  the  young  Pretender  was 
embarked  for  Scotland  ;  tho'  not  above  4000  effec- 
tive Men  were   left    in  the  whole  lfland  >  and  tho' 

it    was   in   a    Manner  impoffible  for   the  D , 

ported  as  he  then  was,  behind  the  Canal  of  Brujjeh, 
to  fend  a  Man  to  our  AfTiftance. 

It  would  be  held  tooinviduous,perhaps,to  charge 
the  B- — rs  with  fomenting  the  Rebellion,  as  well 
as  ruining  the  War  :  But  every  Man  muft  re- 
member, that  they  connived  at  the  Growth  of  it, 
to  a  Degree  that  amazed  all  Europe  ;  and  that  they 
were  infinitely  more  attentive  to  their  own  Eftablifh- 
ment  in  Powerr  than  to  the  Security  of  the  Nation, 
or  the  Maintenance  of  that  Succeffion,  upon  which, 
F  2  under 
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under  Gcd,  our  Civil  and  Religious  Liberties  de- 
pend :   The   moft  early,  the  moil,  zealous,  and  the 
mod  difinterefted  Offers  of  the  moft  loyal  and  dif- 
interefted Mm,  to  extinguifh  the  Flame   as  foon  as 
it  broke  out,  or  to  hinder  its  fpreading  afterwards, 
were  rejected  •   and,   in  diametrical  Oppofition  to 
the  late  affected  Creed  cf  their   Broad-Bottom- Al- 
lies,  they  not  only   took  Cccafion  to  charge   the 
Whole  of  Scotland,  moil  unfairly  and  unjuftly,  with 
Jacobitifm,   becaufe  a  Part   of  the  Highlands  had 
rofe  in  Arms  for  the  Pretender,  but  ufed  fuch  fuf- 
picious  Language,    and  took  fuch  diffident  Mea- 
sures  with   Regard    to   England ,   as  if  the    fame 
Spirit    had    the  Predominance   here  -,    tho*    every 
Day,   and  almoft  every  Hour,  furniuVd  the  moft 
illuftrious  Proofs  to  the  contrary. 

This  alone  is  fufficient  to  prove,  That  they 
connived  at  the  Growth  of  the  Rebellion  :  But  if 
there  was  Occafion,  fo  many  other  Proofs  might 
be  collected  as  would  render  Doubt  impofTible  : 
And  to  prove,  that,  while  this  Vulture  was  thus 
fuffer'd  to  prey  on  our  very  Heart- Strings,  they 
were  attentive  only  to  their  own  Eftablimment  \ 
we  need  only  open  another  Vein  of  their  Con- 
duct, at  that  Time,  which  carries  Demonftration 
along  with  it.  They  knew,  for  Inftance,the  *  *  *  * 
could  neither  make  any  Alteration  in  his  C — b — t, 
nor  attempt:  to  make  any    in  the   Compledion  of 

p_ .    The  Young  Pretender   was  become 

Returning  Officer  for'  Scotland:  And  while  they 
held  their  Places,  they  they  were  fure  of  acting 
in  the    fame  Capacity  for  England:  —  Thus   the 

Crifis,  which  was  fo  alarming  both  to  P and 

People,  was  favourable  to  them,  becaufe  the  In- 
terest they  had  to  ferve  was  feparate  from  that  of 
cither  :  And  fuck  was  the  defperate  Ufe  they  made 
of  it,  that  his  ******  found  himfelf  under  a 
Neceffity,  either  to  take  the  Law  from  them,   ox 

to 
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to  fee  the  Way  render'd  fmoother  than  ever  from 
Scotland  to   St.  James's. 

Yes:  Thofe,  who,  under  the  Pretence  of  a 
Co-l-t — tic,  had  before  oblig'd  His to  re- 
ceive a  whole  FaUion  into  his  Service,  now  infilled 
on  his  receiving  *  *  *,  the  Orator  and  Stoic,  who 
had  both  ftood  in  the  Front  and  brought  up  the 
Rear  of  that  Faction,  into  his  CI — t,  tho'  he  was 
the  moft  difagreeabletohim  of  all  his  Subjects,  by 
conferring  on  him  an  Office,  which  render'd  his 
Attendance  there  indifpenfible  :  And  when  his 
******,  with  the  Spirit  which  became  him,  re- 
fus'd  to  fubmit  to  fuch  an  Indignity,  they  not 
only  declar'd  their  Refentment,  by  refigning  their 
Employments,  but  difcovered  the  Malignity  of  their 
Purpofe,  by  articling  with  every  other  Perfon,  from 
the  Higher!  to  the  Lowed,  to  do  the  fame  ;  to  the 
End,  that  the  *  *  *  *,  finding  himfelf  univerfally 
deferted,  the  S-pp-s  in  fufpence,  the  money'd  Men 
alarm'd,  public  Credit  fhock'd,  and  the  whole 
Nation  bewilder'd,  might  have  no  other  Refort, 
but  to  them ;  nor  Alternative,  but  to  fubmit  to  their 
good  Will  and  Pleafure. 

Pofterity  will  fcarce  think  it  pofflble,  that  fuch  a 
Mutiny  amongft  the  Servants  of  a  great  *  *  *  * , 
(Servants  that  ftood  oblig'd  to  his  Favour  and 
Protection,  not  only  for  the  very  Importance  they 
made  ufe  of  againft  him,  but  almoft  their  very  Ex- 
igence) could  be  productive  of  any  Thing  but 
Difgrace  and  Ruin  to  themfelves  ;  will  fcarce  be- 
lieve the  Information  they  receive,  That,  fuch  was 
the  Effect  of  their  tr-t-r-s  Artifices,  that  but  one 
noble  Lord,  who  had  the  Honour  to  hold  an  Em- 
ployment under  him,  had  the  Courage  to  perfift  in 
holding  it,  till  his  R — 1  M — r  required  him  to 
lay  it  down  :  And  that  for  this  meritorious  Refu- 
fai  to  countenance  fo  wicked  a  Combination,  he 
was   turn'd  out  in  the  moft    imperious  Manner, 

almoft 
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almoft  as  foon  as  they    were  re-inflated  in   their 
former  Supremacy. 

But    to  refume  the  Courfe  of  our  Foreign  Af- 
airs,    for  the  Sake  of  fhewing,   Step  by  Step,  the 

Completion  of  the  great    m 1    Defign    to   ruin 

the  War.  The  Death  of  the  Emperor,  and  the 
Difpofmon  which  was  foon  manifefted,  by  the 
young  Ekclor  his  Son,  to  emancipate  himfelf  out 
of  tne  Hands  of  France,  and  to  embrace  the  true 
Interefts  of  the  Empire*  were  Circumftances  ex- 
tremely favourable  to  the  Common  Caufe  :  But 
what  life  foever  was  made  of  the  Former,  by  the 
indefatigable  Care  and  fuperior  Knowledge  of  his 

,  the  Latter  was  overlooked  ;  tho'   the  Inte- 

reft  of  that  Prince,  in  the  Electoral  College,  the 
Situation  or  his  Dominions,  and  the  Troops  he 
had  to  furniili,  made  ic  evident  that  he  was  no 
inconfiderable  Acquifuion.  Thefe  Troops  of  his 
were  in  Number  12000  :  How  much  we  flood  in 
need  of  them,  has  already  been  made  apparent : 
And  yet  tho'  jorTer'd,  they  were  refus'd,  under 
the  fame  Pretence  of  Oeconomy,  which  had 
been  urg'd  to  defeat  the  Meafures  of  the  preced- 
ing Year. 

But  the  true  Reafon  was  this  :  Pr~ —  IV  -»*•  - 
of  H  — —  had  condefcended  to  act  the  low  Part  of 
a  T  -  -  1  to  the  Cabal;  by  adifting  to  fcreen  them 
from  the  Imputation,  of  having  rejected  the 
Tr-— t— y  of  H — n — u,  and  openly  laying  the 
Blame  of  the  whole  Mifcarriage  on  the  E —  of 
G — -  :  This  was  a  feafonable  Service;  the  Obliga- 
tion remain'd  undifcharg'd ;  and  it  being  impracti- 
cable, or  faid  to  be  fo,  to  retain  both  the  Bava- 
rians and  HeJjiaYis,  we  chofe  to  take  6000  of  the 
Latter  into  our  Pay',  tho'  they  had  deferted  us  the 
Year  before,  preferable  to  12000  of  the  Former, 
together  with  the  whole  In  te  reft  of  the  Prince  they 
belonged  to. 

From 
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From  thefe,  and  the  like  Omifiions,  it  follow'd 
of  Courfe,  That  the  Allies  were  in  no  Condition 
to  make  Head  againft  the  victorious  French,  du- 
ring the  Refidue  of  this  Campaign,  or  the  whole 
Winter  following  ;  all  which  Time  the  Enemy  con- 
tinued to  pufh  the  Advantage  they  had  obtain'd, 
infomuch  that  in  January  even  Brujfels  itfelf  fell  in* 
to  their  Hands,  and  the  whole  Garnfon,  which  con- 
fided of  i  oooo  Men,  were  made  Prifoners  of  War. 
I  am  aware,  that  the  Progrefs  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, the  Draughts  we  were  then  oblig'd  to  make 
from  Flanders  for  our  own  Defence,  and  the  Fer- 
ment the  Nation  was  in,  will  be  urg'd  in  excufc 
©f  our  Inattention,  during  this  Period,  to  the 
Affairs  of  the  Continent :  And  I  fhould  have  been 
as  ready  as  any  Body  to  have  admitted  that  Plea, 
if  it  were  pofllble  for  me  to  forget  in  what  Man- 
ner the  Rebellion  had  been  nurs'd  up,  or  not  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  furnifhing  this  very  E%cufe  was 
one  of  the  great  Purpofes  which  it  was  fo  nursed 
up  to  anfwer. 

However  this  may  be,  it  was  the  1 4th  of  Aprils 
1746,  (on  which  very  Day  the  Bill  to  enable  G-— 
E—  of  C ,  and  IV  — -  P- ,  Efq-,  to  qua- 
lify in  England,  for  the  Office   of  Vice-Treafurer 

of  Ireland,  was   return'd   to  the  C s   from  the 

L  —  s)  before  the  Budget  was  open'd,  and  the  Sup- 
plies voted  for  the  War  ;  and  this  Backwardness 
at  Home,  could  not  fail  to  create  a  like  Back-- 
wardnefs  Abroad  :  It  is  true,  the  Broad-Bottoms, 
who  had  now  anfwer'd  all  the  Purpofes  of  their 
Oppofition,  and  had  no  farther  Practices  to  try 
upon  the  People,  condefcended  to  drop  the  Mask, 
to  receive  the  Whole  16000  Hanoverians  into 
Briti/h  Pay,  and  even  to  augment  them  with  10000 
more  :  But  then  the  feeming  Vigour  of  the  Mea- 
fure  was  defeated  by  the  ill-timing  of  it:  It  was 
*he  middle  of  June,    before  this  additional   Body 

could 
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could  come  up  :  It  was  the  middle  of  July,  before 
the  ioooo  Auftrians,  under  Count  Palfy,  could  do 
the  fame :  Both  were  Effects  of  the  fame  Cauie : 
The  Queen  of  Hu ry  could  never  re- 
cruit her  Forces  Time  enough  to  render  them 
complete,  againft  the  enfuing  Campaign,  unlefs 
favour'd  with  a  very  early  Advance  of  her   Subfi- 

dies  ;  which  was  a  Fad,   that  the  B — rs  were 

no  Strangers  to :  And  hence  it  unavoidably  fol- 
Jow'd,  that  till  the  Beginning  of  Aaguft,  the  Al- 
lies could  bring  no  Army  into  the  Field,  that  was 

fit  for  P C s  of  L n  to   command, 

or  to  endure  the  Sight   of  the  Enemy. 

On  the  other  Hand,  the  moft  Chriftian  King 
had  taken  the  Field  on  the  24th  of  April-,  had  in 
the  Courfe  of  the  Summer  reduced  Antwerp,  Mons, 
St.  GuUain%  and  Charier cy  ;  and  difcovering  no 
/Danger  of  any  material  Oppofuion,  had  ventured 
to  fit  down  before  Namur. 

The  Siege  of  that  important  Place,  had  been 
carried  on,  as  ufual,  by  one  Army,  under  the  Pro- 
tection of  another  j  and  this  was  the  only  Crifis, 
when  P C ■  lad  any  Chance  of  at- 
tacking them,  with  any  Profped  of  Advantage : 
But,  while  he  ftill  waited  for  the  Reinforcements  he 
expeded,  and  paticularly  the  Bavarians,  who,  by 
this  Time,  were  received  into  the  Number  of  our 
Dependants,  if  not  of  our  Allies,  his  moft  ChriJ- 
tian  Majefty  carryed  both  the  Town  and  Cittadel ; 
and  having  rejoined  his  two  Armies,  fell  upon  the 
Confederates  at  Racoux,  and  by  the  Dint  of  fu- 
perior  Numbers  defeated  them. 

I  am  now  come,  in  the  natural  Courfe  of  Things, 
to  the  Year  1 747  :  But,  as  our  Conduct  during 
that  Year  feemed  to  have  taken  a  different  Turn, 
and  adually  did  wear  a  different  Afpect,  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  account  for  that   feeming  Alteration, 
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by   the  previous  Mention    of  fuch  Circumftanas 
as  gave  Rife  to  it. 

In  the  firft  Place,  then,  the  *  *  *  *,  growing  weary 
of  ftruggling  any  longer  with  a  Power,  which,  in  fo 
many  notorious  Intfances,  he  had  found  fuperior  to 
his  own,  came  to  a  Refutation,  to  give  the  B — rs 
fuch  AfTurances  as  might  ferve  to  remove  the  Ap- 
prehenfions  they  had  entertained  of  a  Back-Stair  Fa- 
vourite :  And  They,  on  the  other  Hand,  who  found 
it  as  convenient  to  have  him  for  their  /Illy,  whom 
they  had  refufed  to  follow  as  a  Mafter,  by  Way  of 
Acknowledgement,  not  only  agreed  to  take  4000 

more  of  his  E i  Troops  into   the  Pay  of  G — - 

g 9    but    prevailed    with  their  Broad-Bottom* 

Allies  to  do  the  fame  :  For  thofe  Gentlemen  were 
fuch  thorough  Politicians  that  they  could  fail  with 
every  Wind :  Ic  was  for  the  Sake  of  Places  they 
had  raifed  the  Cry  of  No  Hanoverians!  And  it  was 
for  the  fame  Consideration,  that  they  were  now  for 

entertaining  the  whole  Force  of  the  E- e. 

But  the  *  *  *  *  was  not  the  only  Perfon  con- 
fidered  in  the  Turn  we  are  now  difcourfing  of. 
The  Laurels  which  the  D- — -  had  gathered  ac 
C-ll-d-n,  were  yet  green  •,  his  Popularity  was  at 
the  full  ;    and    the  additional    Provifion  made  for 

him  by  the  P 1,  had,  in  fome  Meafurevfet  him 

free  from  the  Leading-Strings  of  the  two  B -rs: 

As  he  was  become  of  more  ConfeqUence,  than  they 
ever  defigned  he  fhoulcl  be,  fo  he  was  alfo  become 
more  fenubie  of  it,  and  more  refofute  to  derive  all 
ponTble  Advantages  from  it  :  They  had  made  him 
a  Soldier ;  he  was  fond  of  the  Character  ;  and  he 
longed  for  nothing  fo  much,  as  to  confirm  the 
Glory  he  had  acquired  in  Scotland?  by  fome  fignal 
Exploit  m  F:anders :  In  Compliment  to  him, 
therefore,  they  not  only  were  obliged  to  proceed 
with  the  Wrar,  but  with  more  feeming  Vigour  than 
ever  :  For  he  had  now  acquired  fome  Experience ; 

G  the 


r  5°  ) 

the  People  had  not  only  Prepoffefllons  in  his  Favour, 
but  were  now  more  exafperated  than  ever  againft 
France  >  and  it  furpaffed  their  Art,  to  fend  him  upon 
fuch  another  childifh  Errand,  as  he  had  been  fent 
upon  in  the  Year  1745. 

Thus  he  who  was  at  firft  made  ufe  of  as  an  In- 
flrument  to  drive  on  a  Peace,  became  as  con- 
iiderable  an  Inftrument  to  drive  on  the  War  -9  and, 
what  greatly  increafed  their  Perplexity  on  this  Ac- 
count, many  cf  their  Brcad-Bottom-Allies,  partly 
to  palliate  their  Conduct  with  Relation  to  the 
Hanover  Troops,  and  partly  to  make  their  Court, 
openly  renounced  their  late  pacific  Syflem,  and  d if- 

tinguiffi  themfelves  in  both  H s,  by  Speeches 

and  Motions  in  Favour  of  the  War  :  Nay  the  very 
Men  who,  in  the  Courfe  of  their  Oppofition,  had 
made  themfelves  fo  merry  with  the  Words  take 
and  bold,  now  adopted  the  Sentiments  they  were 
intended  to  enforce,  and  would  be  fatisfied  with  no- 
thing lefs  than  a  War  of  Acquifition. 

Nor  did  even  This  contain  the  whole  of  the'JS — r's 
Uneafinefs  at  this  Crifis  :  In  the  Divifion  of  Power 
which  had  followed  the  Broad-Bottom  Treaty,  they 
had  been  forced  to  part  with  the  Marine  to  their 
Allies ;  but  then  they  flattered  themfelves,  that  in 
putting  the  Direction  of  it  in  the  Hands  of  a  certain 
great  D ,  who  was  fo  far  from  having  any  Ex- 
perience in  Naval  Affairs,  that  he  had  no  Experience 
in  any  Affairs  but  his  own  -,  and  who  was  abundantly 
more  eminent  for  the  yLsrgenefs  of  his  PofTeiTiorrs, 
than  the  Brightnefs  of  his  Parts,  they  mould  flill 
maintain  fuch  an  Afcendancy  at  that  Board,  as 
might  enable  them  to  give  what  Biafs  to  the  Ma- 
chine they  pleafed  :  But  in  this  they  were  moft 
grievouily  difappointed  :  For  his  Ambition  was 
to  be  thought  a  Man  of  Bufinefs  ♦,  and  at  once 
to  convince  the  World  of  his  Abilities,  and  them 
of  his  Independency,  he  took  the  whole  Direction 

fo 
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fo  abfolutely  upon  himfelf,  that  he  would  not  fuffer 
them  to  interfere  in  the  fma!left  Branch  of  it  •,  nor 
even  to  make  a  Lieutenant,  without  a  Permit  from 
him  :  They  might  recommend  if  they  pleafed  \ 
but  he  was  not  always  in  a  Humour  to  grant:  If 
they  were  importunate,  he  was  iure  to  deny  ;  and 
what  was    more  provoking  than    all    (becauie  it 

feemed    to   trench    on    the  M 1   Prerogative, 

which  they  looked  upon  to  be  their  -peculiar)  tho5 
he  made  no  Difficulty  of  giving  a  Repulfe  himfelf, 
he  would  brook  none  from  any  Body  elfe. 

Befides,  what  ferved  to  render  him  yet  more 
unwieldy  and  untraceable,  as  many  of  the  Broad- 
Bottoms  as  preferved  any  Connection  with  each 
other,  affe&ed  to  confider,  and  follow,  him  as  a 
Sort  of  Chief  ;  and  what  completed  both  his  Efta- 
blimment,  and  his  Authority,  all  the  SucceiTes  of 
the  War  arofe  in  his  Province. 

Our  Fleets  had,  indeed,  been  luperior  to  thofe  of 
the  Enemy  from  the  Beginning  \  and,  notwithstand- 
ing allMifcarriages  and  Misfortunes,  had  confiderably 
impaired  theirStrength,  and  reduced  theirCommerce: 

But  then  our   M rs   had  hitherto   thought   it 

their  Duty,  to  confine  their  Projects  as  clofe  as  pof- 

fible,  within  the  Bounds   prefcribed  by    P -t: 

Whereas,  when  this  great  Dictator  came  to  the  Head 
of  the  B — d,  he  made  no  difficulty  to  ruffi  into  fuch 
Expences,  as  exceeded  the  Grants  annually  made 
for  that  Service,  to  the  amount  of  a  Million  and  an 
half  •,  and  to  the  amount  of  a  Million,  what  his  Pre- 
deceilors  had  dared  to  demand,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  outrageous  Abufe  they  had  incurred  on 
that  Head  :  And  yet  that  thefe  extraordinary  Ex- 
pences (which  has  brought  fo  immenfe  a  Debt  on 
the  Nation)  produced  any  extraordinary  Effect,  was 
more  owing  to  the  good  Fortune,  than  the  Prudence 
or  Forefight  of  Thofe  who  had  the  Boldnefs  to  in- 
cur it.  It  is  true  •,  that  two  of  their  Squadrons  did 
G  2  fall 
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fail  in  with  two  of  the  Enemies,  and  were  vic- 
torious ;  but  how  truly  thofe  Actions  may  be  cSf- 
Jed  Rencounters ,  and  how  much  we  ftood  obliged 
to  our  Superiority  in  Point  of  Strength,  it  would  per- 
haps, be  thought  too  inviduous  to  explain.  Then 
as  to  the  Affair  of  Cape-Breton,  which  was  an  Ac- 
quifuion  of  fuch  Moment,  that  it  may  be  truly  cal- 
led the  Price  of  the  Peace,  the  chief  Merit  of  it, 
belongs  to  the  People  of  New-England  and  the 
neighbouring  Colonies  ;  who  formed  the  Defign, 
made  the  Preparations,  and  had  the  Happinefs  and 
Honour  of  carrying  it  into  Execution. 

As,  however,   thefe  lucky    Incidents  had    hap- 
pened under  the  Ad n  of  his  G ,  he  was 

for  centering  all  the  Importance  and  all  the  Glory 
of  them  in  himftlf;not,  indeed,  upon  the  old,  found 
and  acknowledged  Maxim,  Qui  facit  per  alium,facit 
per  fe  -,  but  upon  a  new  one  of  his  own,  Quod  faclum 
eft  per  alium,  jaclum  eft  per  me  •,  which  as  Nine  in 
Ten  do  not,  perhaps,  underftand  Lathi,  ftrved  to 
countenance  his  Pretentions,  fo  far  at  leaft,  as  an- 
iwered  his  Purpcfe  :  And  therefore,  we  are  not  to 
wonder,  That  when  Sir  William  Pepperel  had  con- 
quered Cape-Breton,  It  was  afferted  the  D —  of — 
had  conquered  it ;  nor  that  this  Conqueror,  like  all 
other  Conquerors,  would  not  hear  a  Word  of  re- 
itoring  the  Acquifition  he  had  made  ;  but  on  the 
firfl  Whifper  of  fuch  a  Purpofe,  inftead  of  the 
fneaking  Language  of  a  Broad-Bottom-\^t?Atx^ 
who  was  for  hanging  all  Thofe,  who  durft  entertain  a 
Thought  of  taking  or  holding  from  the  Enemy, 
pronounced,  in  the  Stile  of  an  Alexander  or  a 
Ctefar,  That  if  the  French  were  Mafters  of  Ports- 
mouth, he  would  hang  the  Man  who  fhculd  give  up 
Cape- Breton  in  exchange  for  it. 

Men  that    are  neceflary  to  us,  are  to  be  treated 
as  they  think  of  themfelves,  not  as  the  World  thinks 

of  them  :  The    B rs  therefore  were  not  only 

forced 
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forced  to  admit  the  high  Pretenfiohs  of  his  G , 

but  to  bear  with  the  rough  and  ominous  Language 
he  had  ufed,  (which  they  knew  was  a  Menace,  that 
regarded  them  only,  becaufe  they  were  the  only 
two  Perfons  in  England,  who,  at  that  Time,  en- 
tertained a  Thought  orYo  fatal  a  ConceiTjon,  under 
any  Extremity  whaifoever  ; )  and  even  to  humour 
him  occ ifionally',  when  he  quitted  what  was  now 
become  his  own  Element,  and  took  upon*  him  to 
dictate  elfewhere. 

The  very  Hint  which  had  efcap'd  from  the B — ri, 
That  Cape-Breton,  would  ferve  to  purchafe  a  Peace 
in  ail  Events,  had  convine'd  his  G — ,  how  vain  a 
Thing  it  was,  to  clace  our  Whole  De'pendance  on  the 
SucceiTes  of  a  Sea  War  :  To  be  Mailers  of  the  Sea, 
as  we  now  abfolutely  were,  and  to  be  in  a  Con- 
dition to  make  new  Acquifitions,  without  a  PpT- 
fiblfity  of  maintaining  diem,  which  was  what  had 
been  fuggefted,  was  a  Reflection  that  he  could 
not  bear :  In  hope,  therefore,  to  fecure  what  we 
had  got,  as  alfo  for  the  Sake  of  making  new 
Acquifitions,  he  became,  all  at  once,  a  mo  ft  vehe- 
ment Advocate  for  pufhing  the  War  with  equal 
Vigour,  both  by  Sea  and  Land  ;  both  in  Europe 
and  America  ;  Want  of  Money  which  coft  him 
nothing,  but  the  asking  or  rather  ordering,  was 
the  Jeaft  of  his  Confideration  :  And  no  Argu- 
ments, or  the  Intreaties  of  the  B- rr,  could  ei- 
ther convince  him  of  the  Impracticability  of  his 
Notions,  or  prevail  with  him  to  relinquifh  them. 

It  followed,  that  the  Shock  of  two  ilich  oppo- 
fite  Principles  had  like  to  have  been  fatal  to  the 
Coalition  :  Obftinacy  was  the  principal  Ingredi- 
ent in  his  G \s  Compofuion,  as  Cunning  was  in 

theirs :  And  They  could  not  be  more  afraid  of 
Ruin,  than  he  was  fond  of  being  the  foremoft 
Figure  on  the  Stage.     At  length,    however,    the 

B rs   luckily  bethought  fbemfdvejs,    that   the 

moft 
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mod  effectual  Way  to  obviate  the  Violence  of  a 
Torrent  which  they  could  not  withftand,  would 
be,  to  yield,  for  a  while,  to  its  Impetuofity  -9  and 
by  fo  doing,  to  have  it  in  their  Power  to  give  it 
fuchi  Direction,  as,  infteadof  bearing  Them  down, 
fhould  aftilt  them  to  bear  down  fuch  other  Ob- 
ftacles  as  encumber'd  their  Way. 

Accordingly,  afcer  an  infinite  Number  of  Squab- 
bles, they    gave  way  to  a  Project  of  his  G — 9s9 
to  reduce  Quebec^  and  all  the  other  Colonies  held 
by  the  French  in  America  -,  by  the  AfTiftance  of  our 
own,  which  were  calTd  upon  to  co-operate   in  it, 
(and   actually  did  make  iuch   Preparations  for  it, 
as  had  like  to  have  prov'd  almoft  ruinous  to  them- 
felves)  :  The-  more  Money  was  expended,  and  the 
more  Troops  were  employ'd  in  this  Expedition,  the 
Jef  of  either  they  knew  would  remain  for  the  Con- 
tinent-Service :  So  that,  thus   far  his  G — 's  Project 
coincided   perfectly  with  their  own  :  And   when 
they  had  carry'd   on    the   Farce,    as  far  as   they 
thought   proper,    they  were  fufficiently  Matters  of 
the  Old  Trick  to  delay,  to  procraftinate,  to  fend 
Orders   for   Marches   and  Counter-Marches,  Em- 
barkations, and  Debarkations,  till  it  was  too  late 
to  make  any  other  Ufe   of  the   vaft  Expenditure 
incurr'd  upon  this  Occafion,  but  to*  render  us  the 
Derifion  of  Europe  -,  firfl  by  our  Preparations   for 
an  Attempt  that  we  did  not  make;  and  then  for 
making  fuch  an    Attempt,  (that  of  Britany)    as 
we  ought  to  be  for  ever  afham'd  of. 

I  do  not  call  this  a  Digreflion  ;  becaufe  it  con- 
tains a  new  Proof,  That  the  only  Point  the  Two 
B — — rs  had  at  Heart,  was  the  Ruin  of  the  War. 
But,  as  I  fuggcfled  above,  whatever  their  Inclina- 
tions or  Purpofes  were,  the  breaking  out  of  this 
New  Spirit  in  the  C — b — t  -,  the  additional  Im- 
portance which  his  R —  H the    D —   had 

acquir'd  \  and   the  Expediency   of  putting  on   a 

fighting 
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fighting  Face%  by  Way  of  making  their  Court 
to   his  ,   did  prevail  with   them   to  en- 

tertain a  much  greater  Army  for  the  Service  of 
the  Year  1747,  than  they  had  ever  entertain'd 
before  :  And  either  becaufe  it  fuited  better  with 
the  former  Character  and  Conduct  of  the  E —  of 
S — «?  than  that  of  any  other  Man,  to  be  the 
flrft  Inftrument  in  the  Concert,  by  which  a  Land 
War  was  to  be  carry 'd  on  with  greater  Vigour  than 
ever,  and  when  the  greater!:  Number  of  Hanoverian. 
Troops  were  to  be  taken  into  Britijh  Pay,  or  be- 
caufe he  fhould  have  an  Opportunity  to  try  his 
Talent  at  Negotiation,  the  Convention  with  the 
Allies  for  the  Year,  was  referr'd  to  him. 

By  this  Convention  Great-Britain  was  to  fur- 
niih  40000  Men;  the  States  General  40000,  and 
the  Emprefs-Queen  60000,  in  all  140000  :  Thefe 
were  to  be  exclufive  of  Garrifons  :  Her  Imperial 
Majefty^  moreover,  oblig'd  herfelf,  to  keep  no 
lefs  than  10000  Men  in  Luxemburg  \  and,  over 
and  above  all  this,  it  was  not  only  ftipulated,  That 
there  ihould  be  a  Junction  of  60000  Aufirians,  and 
30000  Piedmont  eje,  in  Order  to  make  a  Diverfion 
in  Provence \  but  that  15000  fliould  be  polled  near 
the  Panaw,  by  way  of  Check  on  the  King  of 
Naples. 

Of  the  Expediency  of  the  lafl  of  thefe  Articles, 
I  fhall  not  ftay  to  make  any  Remark  ;  but  of  the 
indifcretion  fhewn  in  making  it  an  avow'd  Fafrt 
of  the  Convention,  I  cannot  be  wholly  filent.  His 
Catholic  Majefiy,  in  Refentment  of  the  repeated 
Neglects  which  had  been  thrown  upon  Spain,  by 
the  French  Minifters  in  the  Courfe  of  the  War, 
had  not  only  manifefted  a  Difpofition  to  repay  thofe 
Neglects  in  Kind,  but  had  actually  made  feveral 
Overtures  to  us,  which  had  been  liften'd  to  with 
an  affected  Cordiality,  though  never  embrac'd  : 
But  this  Meafure    feem'd  to  indicate,  that   thofe 

Overtures 
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Overtures  would  not  be  embraced  at  all; and  that  they 
had  been  liftened  to  rather  as  Matter  of  Amufement, 
than  the  Balis  of  an  Accommodation.  Princes  have 
their  Prejudices  and  Refentments  as  well  as  private 
Men:  And  if  it  fhomd  appear,  that  this  .indirect 
Behaviour  created  that  ill  Humour  which  has  fmce 
thwarted  our  commercial  Interefts,  and  the  Free- 
dom of  Navigation,  which,  both  by  natural  Ju- 
stice, and  the  Letter  of  former  Treaties,  we  were 
entitled  to,  who  ought  to  be  anfwerable  for  it,  but 
the  young,  forward,  ra(h  Novice,  who  was  en- 
trufted  with  the  making  of  this  Contract  ;  and  the 
B  — , —  rs  from  whom  he  received  his  Inftructioos? 

But  to  return  :  When  this  Convention  was  laid 

before  the  H of ,   it  foon  appeared, 

That  they  were  abundantly  more  difpofed  to  pro- 
vide for  the  Expence  of  it,  than  to  cenfure  any 
Part  of  it :  And  indeed  fo  artful  was  the  Language 

made  life  of  by  the  younger  B  -.- r,  who  was 

lord  of  the  Afcendant  there,  concerning  it,  that 
they  could  fcarce  do  other  wife ;  For  fuch  as  were 
zealous  for  the  Profecution  of  the  War,  he  amufed 
with  an  Account  of  the  prodigious  Preparations 
making  for  that  End  ;  and  to  fuch  as  were  impatient 
for  a  Peace,  he  pledged  his  own  Honour,  and  the 
Reputation  of  his  B — — r's  Abilities,  (who  was  to 
be  the  Undertaker-General  in  that  Province)  as  a 
fufficient  Security,  That  they  would  foon  be  gratified 
to  the  Height  of  their  Expectation. 

The  P — m-Dialecl,  it  ought  not  to  be  forgot,  has 
been  fneered  at  by  feme,  as  an  equal  Mixture  of  the 
Perplex'd  and  the  Unmeaning  ;  and  yet  fo  perfua.- 
five  did  it  prove  to  Some,  fo  forcible  to  Others,  and 
fo  convincing  to  All,  that  on  the  27th  of  January, 
the  Supplies,  exorbitant  as  they  were,  were  granted 
without  any  Difficulty;  and  the  Iliiies  of  War  and 
Peace,  were  once  more  left  under  the  Direction 
of  the  two  Heads  of  that  illuftrious  Family. 

And 
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And  now  it  might  be  fuppofed,  that  having  under- 
taken fo  boldly  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  9 
having  been  furnifhed  fo  early  with  all  they 
afked  for  the  Accomplishment  of  their  own  Mea- 
fibres,  and  having  provided  &  Force  fuperior  to  That 
of  the  Enemy,  for  the  Operations  of  the  Field, 
it  would  no  longer  be  in  their  own  Power,  to  pro- 
fecute  their  grand  Purpofe  of  ruining  thenar: 
But  to  Men  of  Genius  and  Refolution,  like  them, 
nothing  is  impoTible:  This  the  Diicomriture  of  the 
Quebec  Expedition  hath,  already,  in  Part,  demon- 
fixated;  and  what  remains  to  be  told,  I  flatter 
myfelf,  will  render  that  Demonftration  complete. 

But  fk(t,  I  muft  juftify  what  I  have  advanced 
above,  That  the  Force  they  had  provided  by  the 
Convention,  was  fuperior  to  that  of  France  ;  which 
may  feem  a  little  difficult  to  thofe  who  recollect 
that  it  confuted  but  of  140000  Men,  whereas  that 
of  France  was  faid  to  confitt  of  160000  :  I  am  not, 
however,  unrurniflied  with  fufficient  Authorities 
to  remove  this  Difficulty  ;  and  of  Thefe  I  mall 
hot  fail  to  make  the  moft  fair  and  honed  Ufe. 

Bcpjeafed  then  to  know,  ift,  That  the  Army 
under  Marfhal  Saxe9  was  compofed  of  75440  Foot, 
and  25300  Horfe,  and  no  more  ;  tnat  is  to  fay, 
126  Battalions  of  Regulars,  and  12  of  Militia, 
(which  at  500  to  a  Battalion,  amounted  to 
69000)  6440  'Grajfins,  Companies  Franche$9  &c* 
and  253  Squadrons  at  100  to  the  Squadron:  In  all, 
100740.  And,  2d}y,  That  the  feparate  Army  under 
the  Com;?  de  Clermont  was  compofed  of  16  Bat- 
talions, and  31  Squadrons  9  in  all,  12600  :  So  that 
the  whole  Force  of  France  on  the  Side  of  Flan* 
ders9  confided  of  no  more  than  113340  Men, 
which  fell  fhort  of  the  Numbers,  provided  by  the 
Convention,  26660:  And  even  to  fwell  it  up  to 
this  Bulk,  they  were  forced  to  draw  all  the  Troops 
they 'could   fpare  from    the  Rhine   and  the  three 

H  Bifhop- 
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Bimopricks  ;  and,  in  a  Manner,  to  drain  their 
Garrifons ;  which  they  ventured  to  do,  on  a  Pre- 
emption, That  their  Army  would  be  able  to  cover 
them. 

I  am  aware  it  will  be  urged,  That  Abatements 
ought  to  be  made  on  the  Part  of  the  Allies,  as  well 
as  on  the  Part  of  France :  But  when  thefe  Abate- 
ments come  to  be  handled,  it  will  appear  that  they 
deferve  to  be  ranked  amongft  the  moil  confiderable 
of  thofe  Artifices,  made  ufe  of  by  the  two  B — rs  to 
ruin  the  War,  which  I  now  proceed  to  particular ile. 

That  I  repeat  the  Nomination   of  the  D , 

to  the  Chief  Command,  is  Matter  of  extreme  Re- 
gret to  me  :  But  Truth  compels  me  to  infift  on 
what  I  mould  otherwife  have  been  glad  to  omit : 
Perhaps  the  Victory  he  had  obtained  over  the  Re- 
bels, had  rather  enrlamed  his  Ardour,  than  ma- 
tured his  Judgment :  And  the  Experience  of  the 
General,  who  was  the  next  in  Subordination  to  him, 
was  no  Match  for  the  Superiority,  which  he  derived 
from  his  high  Birth  and  Quality. 

In  the  fecond  Place,  as  in  the  preceding  Cam- 
paign, the  Allies  had  fuffered  fo  prodigiouQy,  by 
their  not  being  in  a  Condition  to  take  the  Field, 
till  the  Campaign  was  almoft  over,  and  every  Cor- 
ner of  the  Kingdom  had  rung  with  the  Clamours 
it  occafioned,  it  was  now  refolved,,  under  the  plau- 
sible Pretences  of  preventing  the  like!,  and  of  giving 
fuch  Proofs  of  Zeal  and  Vigour,  as  fhould  deferve 
the  Admiration  of  Europe^  to  reverfe  that  Con- 
duct, and  to  take  the  Field  before  it  was  poflible 
for  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Campaign  to  begin  :  Thus 
though  the  Means  were  difficult,  the  End  was  the 
fame :  The  Soldiers  had  now  as  much  to  apprehend 
from  the  Rigour  of  the  Seafon,  as  before  from  the 
Eremy  :  And,  as  if  the  Name  of  an  Army  was  all 
that  was  wanting  to  recover  our  Credit,  retrieve 
our  Lories,  and  repel  the  Enemy,  as  little  Care  was 

taken 
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taken  to  fubfift,  as  to  employ  them.  In  fhort, 
the  eftabliihing  Magazines  was  one  of  thG  lad 
Things  attended  to,  which  ought  to  have  been  one 
of  the  firft :  and  when  they  were  eftablifhed,  they 
were  fo  ill  ferved,  that  they  rather  ferved  to  mock 
the  Neceffities  of  the  Soldier,  than  to  fupply  them. 

The  Effects  of  this  Wild  Conducl,  1  (hall  difcourfe 
of  more  at  large  in  the  Sequel  \  and,  as  a  farther 
Exemplification  of  the  notable  Skill  and  Addrefs 
of  the  two  B  — rsy  I  am,  in  the  mean  while,  to 
difcourfe  of  thofe  Abatements  as  to  Number,  on  the 
Side  of  the  Allies,  which  had  fo  manifeft  a  Ten- 
dency to  the  Ruin  of  the  War. 

The  M rs  of  the  Emprefs-  Queen,  as  I  have 

already  fuggefted,had,  over  and  over  again,  informed 
our  C — t,  That  if  a  good  Fart  of  the  Subfidy  was 
not  paid  in  December^  it  would  be  impoffibie  for 
them  to  fulfil  the  Engagements  they  might  be 
obliged  to  make :  The  Reafon  of  this  was  ma- 
nifeft :  They  were  under  a  Neceffity  to  recruit  in 
the  Imperial  Towns  -,  the  hereditary  Countries  being 
too  remote  fiom  the  Scene  of  Aclion  :  In  the  Winter 
thefe  Towns  fwarmed  with  Handicrafts- men,  and 
Labourers,  who  were  glad  to  follow  the  Drum, 
for  Want  of  Employment :  And  unlefs  they  were 
enlifled  then,  it  was  impoffibie  they  mould  be 
armed,  cloathed,  and  difciplined,  fo  as  to  be  fit 
for  Service  in  March :  Thefe  Reafons  had  been 
always  in  Force  :  But  now  they  were  abundantly 
more  forcible  than  Ever  :  The  LofTes  of  the  !a(t 
Year  had  fallen  fo  heavy  that  they  were  fcarce  fup- 

portable  :  It  was  out  of  her  I M> 's  Power 

to  fupply  thofe  LofTes,  except  by  the  Subfidies 
me  was  to  be  furnifhed  with  from  hence  :  And, 
therefore,  it  was,  that  fhe  had  been  uncommonly 
urgent  to  carry  that  Point  now,  which  fhe  had 
never  been  able  to  carry  before.  But  the  Incom- 
petency of  her  Troops  was   the  very  Sheet- Anchor 

H  2  m£ 
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of  the  two  B »n  •,  It  ferved  to  make  the  Court 

o*iV — ~  ^  accountable  for  every  Mifcarriage,  and 
every  Misfortune  •,  and  for  that  Reafon,  they  were 
not  only  rcfolvcd  to  leave  that  Door  open  againft 
her,  as  it  had  hitherto  been,  but  even  to  derive  to 
the  mfe  Ives  fome  Degree  of  Credit,  amor.gft  the 
Ignorant,  at  lead,  from  an  afTe&ed  Endeavour 
to  flint  it.  What  I  refer  to  is,  [ft.  max  fraudulent 
Article  in  the  Convention,  by  which  ir  is  provided 
that  100,000  /.  mould  be  detained,  to  anfwer  iuch 
Deficiencies,  as  mould  be  found  in  her  Mufters  : 
And  2dly,  the  Method  they  cook  to  render  them 
Deficient  ;  by  witholding  the  greateft  Part  of  thole 
Sums,  which  were  intended  for  Levy-Money,  till 
April  \  whereas,  according  to  the  Obligation  of  the 
Treaty,  her  Forces  mould  have  been  in  the  Field 
in  March. 

Thus,  after  the  Nation  had  been  induced  to 
grant  fuch  immenfe  Sums,  under  a  Perfuafion  of 
meeting  the  common  Enemy  upon  equal  Terms, 
and  after  having  been  amufed  with  this  folemn 
Provifo  to  render  the  Service  effectual,  it  appears  the 
very  Foundation  was  purpofely  undermined  on  which 
their  Hopes  were  built  *,  and  that  when  the  Train 
was  fired,  nothing  but  Ruin  could  follow. 

Our  wild  Conduct.,  before  fpoken  of,  and  the 
Effects  of  it  in  the  Field,  come  next  under  Con- 
fideration  ;  and  if  I  barely  glance  at  the  feveral 
Particulars,  it  will,  I  think,  be  fufEcient  to  prove 
all  that  hath  been  already  alTerted  :  For  fo  early 
as-  February ,  our  Troops  were  put  in  Motion  : 
Towards  the  latter  End  of  March,  rhey  took  the 
Field  in  three  feveral  Bodies  ;  and  having  fo  done, 
tncy  refted  upon  their  Arms  for  fix  Weeks  together, 
without  making  any  Attempt  of  any  Kind,  to  ex- 
cufe  this  otherwise  inexcufable  Bravado,  tho9  they 
had  no  Flnemy  tooppofe  them.  For  all  this  while, 
Marjhal  Saxe  continued  his  Forces  ml  their  Can- 
tonments, 
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tonments,  and  thereby  manifefted  as  much  Regard 
and  Tendernefs  for  thofe  under  his  Command,  as 
Contempt  for  his  Enemies  :  Through  the  whole 
Courfe  of  the  War  he  had,  indeed,,  conducted  him- 
felf  with  the  fame  Air  of  Superiority  ;  and  upon 
this  Ocean"  on   he  was  known   to  fay,  That  when  the 

• »   had fufficiently  weakened  his  Army,  he   would 

convince  him^  that  the  fir fi  Duty  of  a  General  was  to 
provide  for  its  Prefervation. 

But  if  the  Vanity  of   taking  the  Field,   only  to 
make  War  againft  the  Elements,  or  the  Folly  of 
doing  fo,  without  any  Project  of  Enterprize  againft 
the  Enemy,  appears  thus  inexcufable  •,  what  fhall  we 
fay  to  our  remaining  in  a  State  of  Inactivity,  while 
M.  Lowendahl,  with  twenty-three  Battahqns,  and 
five  Squadrons,   and  M.  de  Contade,  with  as  many 
more  of  each,  left  their  Cantonments,  ano,  in  thQ 
Space  of  a  Month,  made  that  furprifing  Conqueit 
of  Dutch  Flanders  ?  What   muft  we  think,  when 
we  recollect,  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  was 
polled  fo   near   the  Theatre  of  Aclion,    xhn    he 
heard   almoft  every  Gun  thk  was  fired  ;  and,  that 
the  Auftrians  were  no  farther  off  than  the  Jtfe'ufe  ? 
And  what  Conclufion  mult  we  make,  when  ic 
pears,  upon  the  whole  Matter,  that,  inftead  of  beifrg 
thus  early  in  Readinefs  to  act  offenfi  vely  agaim: 
Enemy,  we  fuffered  the  Enemy   to  act  offering 
againft  us,  without  endeavouring  to  create'a     i- 
verfion,  by  advancing  towards  Saxe9  enfeebled  ais   uY 
Army  then  was  by  the  Detachments  he  had  n     <e, 
or  any  other  wife  interpofing,  except  .by  th       eble 
and  £ain3Sflifta?nce  of  nine  Battalions  fent  t     ±ulft? 
I  fay,  what  muff  our  Corc'ufion  on  the  wl    ie  Mat- 
ter be,   but  that  all  we  did,  and  all  0 '        undone, 
was  owing  to  the  fame  leading  Princ       s,  which 
had  operated  invariably,  fhowgh  in       -eptibly,   to 
the  Ruin  of  ike  War  ? 

At 
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At  laft,  however,  (on  the  ift  of  May,  N.  S.)  the 
Allies  began  to  beftir  themfelves  \  and  talked  of 
nothing  lefs  than  the  reducing  Antwerp  :  But  then 
this  notable  Project  was  not  entertained  till  Lowen- 
dahl  had  not  only  finiihed  his  Bufinefs  in  Dutch 
Flanders,  but  alfo  had  been  allowed  Time  and  Lei- 
fure  enough  to  ftrengthen  the  Outworks,  which  had 
Iain  all  this  while  lb  totally  in  Ruins,  that  they  had 
evenno  Communication  with  the  Body  of  the  Place. 

That,  however,  it  was  entertained  fo  late,  is  not 
fo  much  to  be  wondered  at,  as  that  it  was  enter- 
tained at  all :  A  Town  they  could  not  inveft,  they 
could  fcarce  hope  to  carry  :  But  Antwerp  was  be- 
fides  under  the  Cover  of  the  whole  French  Army  : 
And  out  of  this  very  Circumftance  arifes  a  Queftion 
or  two.,  which,  I  am  of  Opinion,  cannot  be  eafily 
anfwered,  namely,  If  our  Army  was  inferior  to  the 
French,  as  in  England  it  was  the  Fafhion  to  affert, 
how  came  we  to  think  of  attempting  Antwerp,  fo 
fortified  and  protected,  as  hath  been  defcribed  ?  If 
fupenor,  as  according  to  the  Convention  it  ought  to 
have  been,  how  can  we  account  for  its  lying,  idle 
fix  Weeks  before,  and  two  Months  afterwards  ? 
And  how,  in  either  Cafe,  can  we  help  recurring 
to  the  old  Principle  and  its  invariable  Tendency,  to 
the  Ruin  of  the  War  ? 

Foreigners,  who  can  talk  with  more  Freedom  on 
certain  Subjects,  than  it  becomes  us  to  do,  have  been 
very  ievere  in  their  Cenfures  on  this  Occafion  -,  and 
rnuch  feverer  ftil!,  in  difcourfmg  of  the  unfortunate 
Action  of  Laffeldt.  in  which  we  both  fuffered  our- 
felves  to  be  furprized,  and  expofed  the  Britijh  and 
Elecloral  Troops,  to  bear,  fingly,  the  whole  Brunt 
of  that  bloody  Day, 

But  .if  it  does  not  become  us  to  adopt,  or  even 
to  repeat  thofe  Severities,  we  may,  at  lea  ft,  be  al- 
lowed to  afk,  Why  the  Allied  Army  w:»s  at  all  ex- 
pofed to  the  Hazard  of  an  Action,  during  this  Cam- 
paign ? 
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paign?  The  Revolution  in  Holland  had  already 
begun  to  take  Effect :  And  certainly  it  feemed 
agreeable  to  Prudence,  to  put  nothing  to  the  Ha- 
zard till  that  was  rendered  complete. — The  B  —  s 
very  well  knew,  that  it  was  the  earneft  Entreaty 
and  Advice  of  the  P  — —  of  0 — • — ,  communi- 
cated by  M.  de  Groveftein,  his  Matter  of  the  Horfe, 

to  his  R H the  D ,  to  confine  his 

Meafures  to  the  fingle  View  of  covering  Mae* 
ft rich t  and  Bergen-op-Zoom^  till  he  had  eftablifhed 
his  Intereft  in  the  Provinces,  and  to  rifque  nothing, 
while  an  Event  of  fo  much  Importance  to  the 
Common  Caufe  was  ftill  depending: — And  as  to 
the  Reafon  why  his  Inftances  were  rejected,  it  is 
wholly  needlefs  to  explain  it :  Stultum  eft  mortals 
Lumen  in  Sol  em  inferre. 

Thus  the  great  Work  of  countermining  the  vigo- 
rous Meafures  of  this  Year,  which  the  B — rs  them- 
felves  had  been  forced  to  countenance,  and  which 
could  not  have  failed,  but  by  the  Methods,  and  under 
the  Direction,  already  fpecified,  was  accompliflied  : 
But  not  without  fome  Difficulty  •,  for  the  Emprefs 
Queen,  notwithstanding  the  ill-timed  Payment  of 
her  Subfidies,  was  fo  fenfible  of  the  Neceffity 
of  making  an  extraordinary  Effort  this  Year,  that 
fhe  exerted  herfeif  in  a  Manner  as  extraordinary; 
and  not  only  brought  her  Contingent  more  early 
into  the  Field,  but  more  complete,  than  the  B — rs 
imagined  it  had  been  in  her  Power  to  have  done. 
However,  by  the  Lofs  of  this  Battle,  their  Efforts 
got  the  better  of  ber's  •,  and  the  Reduction  of 
Bergen-op-Zcom, which  every  Body  remembers  with 
what  Impatience  they  expected,  finifhed  the  Ope- 
ration of  the  Campaign,  in  a  Manner,  perfectly 
agreeable  to  their  Plan,  and  the  great  Object  of  it, 
the  Ruin  of  the  War. 

But  tho'  I   have  brought   the  Campaign  to  an 
IfFue,  I  have  not  brought  forward  all  the  Evidence 

it 


(   H   ) 

itproduced  :  For  in  order  to  be  confident  in  the 
whole  of  their  Proceedings,  that  is  to  fay,  that  no 
Means  to  exhauft  the  Nation  might  be  left  untried* 
and   that  all  the  Fruit  of  thofe  Means  might  be 

blafted,  the  B rs  took  a  new  Body   of  4000 

Hanoverians  into  our  Pay  in  July^  when  they  knew 
it  was  impoflible,  that  they  mould  reach  the  Low 
Countries  till  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Campaign  was 
over. 

But  if  they  were  equally  blameable  for  taking  thefe 
Troops  inttf  our  Pay,  when  they  could  not  be  of 
Ufe ;  and  if  they  were  necefiary,  for  not  taking  them 
into  Pay,  the  Winter  before,  when  they  might 
have  been  had  with  as  little  Trouble,  how  much 
more  fo  will  they  appear  through  the  whole  Courfe 
of  their  Negotiations  with  the  Court  oi  j  ujjia,  which 
k  is  now  Time  co  explain  ? 

The  Object  of  thefe  Negotiations,  as  All  know*, 
was  the  Hire  of  fuch  a  Body  of  Troops,  &s&  by 
transferring  the  Superiority  to  the  Allies,  ihould 
enable  them,  not  only  co  repel  the  Power  of  France*, 
but  to  overwhelm  it.  This  was  a  Meafure  which 
the  E —  of  G had  fome  Years  be  lore  recom- 
mended, and  which,  for  that  Reafon,  the  B rs 

had  then  rejected.  When,  however,  it  became  ex- 
pedient for  themfelves  to  adopt  it,  or  rarher  to 
make  a  Shew  of  adopting  it,  (for  it  will  be  made 
evident  enough,  that  they  never  intended  to  reflect 
any  Luftre  upon  him,  by  fuffering  the  Nation  to 
derive  any  Benefit  from  'it)  they  called  upon  the 
States  General,  to  take  their  Share  both  of  the  En- 
gagement and  the  Expence  :  They  demurred,  as  it 
was  reafonable  to  think  at  that  Time  they  would  ;  we 
had  our  Scruples  as  well  as  they  -,  and  in  Propofais, 
Anfwers,  Replies,  and  Rejoinders,  the  whole  preced- 
ing Winter  (of  1746,  that  is  to  fay,)  was  loft:  In 
fhort,  it  was  not  till  June,  that  the  Affair  was 
brought  to  any  Decifion  -P  when  a  Treaty  was  con- 
cluded, 
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eluded,  by  which  it  was  provided.  That  for  the  Sum 
of  100,000 /.  the  Czarina  fhould  hold  ^oooo  tvlen, 
and  40  or  50  Gallies,  in  readinefs  to  be  employed 
in  the  Service  of  the  Allies,  upon  the  nrft  Requi- 
fition  :  And  to  this  Treaty  the  States  acceded  on 
the  nth  of  July  following  •,  on  the  Condition  of 
paying  one  fourth  Part  of  the  laid  Sum,  agreeable 
to  a  Reiblution  which  they  had  taken  (he  9th  of 
January  before. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  every  Meafure  we  took,  was 
taken  at  fuch  a    Time,  and  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as, 
on  the  one  Hand,  ferved   to  continue  the  Amufe- 
ment,  and,  on  the  other,  to  defeat  the  Service  :  And, 
if  there  is  any  Perfon  foolifh  or  hardy  enough  to  af- 
fert  or  believe,  That  the  B — rj,  who  had  the  fupreme 
Direction,  did  make  the  bed;  ufe  of  their  Judgment 
in  all;  That  They  were  fincere  in  their  Proreffions 
to  carry  on  the  War  with  the  utmoft  Vigour,  and 
that  They  fuffered  this  Negotiation   to  hang  thus 
long  inSufpence,  merely  on  a  Principle  of  OEco- 
nomy,  and  for  the  Sake  of  faving  the  Nation  from 
the  whole  Burden  of  it,  in  Cafe  the  States  mould 
refufe  to  ratify  their  own  Refolution-,  may  it  not 
be    afked,  How  it  was  poiTible  for  Men,  who  had. 
the  common     Intereft     fo     much    at     Heart    as 
they  pretended,  to  hefitate  fo  long,  on  a  Matter  fo 
efTential    to  the  Common  Caufe,  foF  the  Sake  of  fo 
inconfiderable  ,a  Sum  as  25000/.?  How  it  is  to  be 
accounted   for,   that  all  the  Proofs   which   can   be 
found  of  their   Thrift,  fhould    be  found   on  fjch 
critical  and  important  Occafions  as  thefe  ?  And  that 
upon   any  other    Occafion,  they   mould    make  no 
Difficulty  to  job  away  half  a  Million  among  Brokers 
and    Ufurers,    in  defiance    not  only    of  repeated 
Notices  and  Warnings,  but  actual   Endeavours   to 
prevent  it  ?  And,  finally,  how  they  came  to  get  the 
.better  of  their  own  Diffidence  and  Frugality  at  lad, 
and  to  leave  themfeives  -at  the  Mercy  of  the  States, 
by  figning  the  Treaty  without  their  Participation  ? 

I  But 
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But  that  this  Meafure  was  indeed  calculated  to 
be  a  Meafure  of  Amufement,  not  of  Service, 
becomes  felf-evident  from  this  farther  Confede- 
ration, viz.  That"  even  after  the  AccefTion  of  the 
States^  no  Requifition  was  made  of  thefe  Troops, 
nor  any  Conditions  fettled  for  their  being  actually 
employed,  till  the  19th  of  November  y  1747  ;  which 
is  fo  much  the  more  extraordinary  and  remarkable, 
becaufe  Count  Bentinck  was  fent  by  the  P —  of 
O— —  to  prefs  that  Meafure,  fo  early  as  the  flrft 
Week  in  September. 

Thus  it  was  contrived,  That  this  magnificent  re- 
taining Fee  of  ico,ooo  I.  mould  produce  no  one 
favourable  Confequence,  during  that  Year,  to  thofe 
who  gave  it  :  And  it  is  eafy  to  prove,  that  all  ima- 
ginable Care  was  taken,  thorough  the  whole  Courfe 
of  the  Proceeding,  with  Regard  to  the  next,  to 
render  it  as  burdenfome  as  poflible  on  one  Hand, 
and  as  little  ufeful  as  poflible  on  the  other. 

Thus,  for  Inftance,  inftead  of  making  ufe  of  the 
Gallies,  which  had  been  kept  in  Readineis  at  our  Ex- 
pence,  ever  fmce  the  July  before,  (and  by  the  Means 
of  which,   the  Troops  might  have  been  tranfported, 
before  the  Summer  was  over,   to  Lubeck^  or  fome 
other  Port  in  the  Baltick^  from  whence  they  would 
have  had  little    farther  to   march  than  the  Troops 
of  Hanover^  and  confequently  might  have  reached 
the  Allied    Army   by  the   latter   End  of  the  very 
Campaign  we  have    been  treating   of)  they  gave 
over  all  Thoughts  of  tranfporting  thtm    by  Sea, 
and  preferred  an  almoft  immeafurable  March  over 
Land,  at  the  Expenceof  no  lefs  than  6  or  700*000/. 
according  to  their  own  Computation  :   A   March 
that  could   not  be   undertaken  till  January  or  Fe- 
bruary,  1748  ;  a  March  that  no  Body  could  be  fure 
would  be  performed  without  Interruption  •,  and  not 
be  performed  at  all  in  lefs  than  five  Months:  Whence 
k  v£is  apparent,  that,  uniefs  accompanied  by  the  Wea- 
ther 
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't-heroF  the  Pole  all  theWay,  and  drawn  by  Rain-Deer,,' 
;they  could  not  join  the  Allies  till  the  latter  End  or 
June,  or  Beginning  of  July :  And  the  B — rs  well 
knew,  That,  as  we  were  always  Weakeft,  and  the 
French  Stronger!,  at  the  Opening  of  the  Campaign, 
whatever  was  to  be  apprehended  from  their  Superio- 
rity that  Year,  would  be  effected  before  they  arriv'd. 

I  might  farther  enforce  all  I  have  faid,  by  en- 
tering  into  a  Difcuffion  of  the  Treaty  itfelf ,  and 
the  many  lavifh  Articles  it  contains  ;  fuch 
as  the  Subfidy,  over  and  above  the  300000/.  to  be 
annually  paid  \  the  Article  for  Provifions,  Quar- 
ters, Hof^itals,  Lofs  of  Horfes  upon  the  March, 
Ran-fom  of  all  Prisoners,  and  a  Thoufand  other 
Douceurs  ;  the  Provifos,  that  they  mould  not 
be  difmifs'd  under  four  Months  Notice,  and  that 
they  mould  not  be  fent  back,  but  on  a  convenient 
Seafon,  with  an  exprefs  Exception  to  the  Months 
of  Oclober,  November,  December,  January,  and 
February,  tho'  the  two  laft  Months  were  judged 
the  moft  proper  for  their  marching  to  our  AiTift- 
ance  :  I  might,  1  fay,  proceed  to  aggravate  my 
Charge,  on  every  one  cf  thefe  Heads  :  But,  as 
the  fubfequent  Behaviour  of  the  Court  of  RuJJia,, 
has  been  truly  generous  and  great,  in  performing 
more  than  they  had  engag'd  for,  and  being  con- 
tented with  lefs  than  they  might  have  claim'd  •, 
and  as  the  Meafure  itfelf,  if  conducted  as  it  ought 
to  have  been,  would  have  more  than  balanc'd  the 
Expence  of  it,  I  mall  only  obferve  in  general,  That 
rhe  B >-fs\  through  the  w7hole  Courfe  of  the  Ne- 
gotiation, manifefled  as  much  Incapacity,  as  Dif- 
inclination  to   the  Caufe  they  pretended  to  ferve. 

The  Court  of  Rujfia  was  already  under  the  Ob- 
ligation of  very  clofe  Engagements,  both  to  the 
Courts  of  London  and  Vienna  -,  to  the  Former,  by 
the  Treaty  of  1742;  to  the  Latter,  by  that  of 
46  ;  and  what,  perhaps,  would  have  weigh'd  mor-e 

I  2  with 
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with  any  Court,  had  an  Intereft  of  her  own  to 
ferve,  by  enabling  the  Allies  to  continue  the  War, 
till  they  might  have  it  in  their  Power  to  prefcribe 
the  Peace. 

Thefe  were,  furely,  Confiderations  which  might 
have  been  reafonably  and  fuccefsfully  urg'd,  in  Mi- 
tigation of  the  hard  Conditions  of  this  Bargain  : 
And,  if  the  Bargain  had  pafs'd  thro'  any   Hands, 

but  thofe  of  the  Two  B ~rs*  or  even  if  they 

had  not  predetermine,  that  the  exhaufting  their 
own  Country  was  the  only  Way  to  ruin  the  War^ 
thofe  Conditions  v/ould  furely  have  been  mitigated 
accordingly. 

But  there  is  ftillan  Article  in  this  Treaty,  which 
I  cannot  pais  over  without  beftowing  upon  it  a 
more  pariicular  Animadverfion  ;  I  mean  the  16th; 
by  which  it  is  provided,  Tha*,  in  cafe  Holland  mould 
fail  in  her  Part  of  the  Engagement,  England  mould 
fulfil  the  Whole  ;  and  which,  therefore,  -ferves  to 
fhew,  That  the  Pretences  of  Oeconomy  formerly 
urg'd  in  the  C — b — t,  by  theTwo  B  —  rj,  againft 
this  Meafure,  when  it  was  originally  propos'd  by 
the  E —  of  G — — ,  and  while  they  fufJer'd  fo  much 
Time  to  be  loft,  in  waiting  for  the  Refolution  of 
the  Sates  upon  it,  were  alike  falfe  and  frivolous  : 
For  they  not  only  admitted,  as  we  have  feen,  every 
Circumftance  of  Expence,  on  the  higher!  Footing, 
but  made  their  own  Country  liable  to  the  Whole, 
at  a  Crifis,  when  it  was  more  than  probable,  that 
tht  Whole  would  have  fallen  upon  it,  and  when 
that  Pretence  might  have  been  urg'd  with  more 
Reafon  than  ever,  as  well  becaufe  of  our  own 
exhaufted  Condition,  as  becaufe  the  State  of  the 
War  was  became  more  defperate  than  ever, 

But  the  more  lamely,  the  more  prodigally,  the 
more  ruinouily,  the  Public  Bufinefs  was  profecuted, 
the  more  fecurely  and  effectually  the  B rs  pro- 
fecuted their  own.  Thus  at  the  End  of  the  Cam- 
paign 
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paign  (of  47,)  there  remain'd  not  one  fingle  Town 
of  the  Auftrlan  'Netherlands  unreduc'd,  and  only 
Maefiricht  to  cover  the  interior  Barrier  of  Holland : 
On  the  Side  of  Dutch  Flanders,  all  was  loft  like- 
wife  :  And  that  Bergen-op-Zoont,  the  Maiden- For- 
irefs,  which  had  never  till  then  been  violated,  was 
in  the  Hands  of  France,  has  already  been  fpecified  : 
One  would  have  Thought,  therefore,  That,  as  both 
the  Enemy  and  their  Commanders,  were  fated 
with  Succefs,  and  had  made  the  firft  Advances  to- 
wards an  Accommodation,  the  B —  rs  would  have 
relented  too,  and  excus'd  their  Country  from  any 
farther  Expence,  and  any  farther  Ignominy. 

But  their  Syftem  it  feems  was  not  as  yet  com- 
plete :  To  blaft  the  Meafures  of  their  Rival  tffect- 
ualiy,  it  was  neceffary,  that  the  Peace  fhould  be 
ruinous  like  the  War ;  and  as  the  French  were  as 
yet  too  moderate  in  their  Demands,  it  was  their 
Purpofe  to  proceed  in  the  fame  Track,  till  new  Ad- 
Vantages  onx  the  Side  of  France,  fhould  authorife 
her  to  exact  new  Conceffions  from  the  Allies. 

To  render  this  almoft  incredible  Fact  fo  much 
the  plainer,  it  is  necelTary  to  obferve,  That,  from 
the  Time  the  Grand  Duke  had  been  elected  Em- 
peror, and  the  King  of  Pruffia  had  confirmed 
himfelf  in  the  PoiTefiion  of  Silefia,  by  the  hafty 
Peace  which  hehadoblig'd  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
and  the  Elector  of  Saxony,  to  accept  of,  after  the 
Battle  of  Drefden  ,  France  found  h^rfelf  fo  equally 
gratified  and  difappointed,  that  flie  became  defirous 
of  a  Peace :  The  Imperial  Throne  being  fill'd, 
there  was  no  Room  for  any  farther  Practice  to  di- 
vide and  di (tract  the  Empire  ;  and,  on  the  other 
Hand,  the  rending  Sihjia  from  the  duflrian  Inheri- 
tance, and  transferring  it  to  his  Prvjjian  Majefty, 
had  not  only  aggrandis'd  the  Latter,  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  the  Former,  but  render'd  it  in  a  Manner 
impofiible,  that  thefe  Two  great  Powers  fhould  ever 

embrace 
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embrace  the  fame  Party,  and  perfue  the  fame  Pur- 
pofes  for  an  Age  or  Two  to  come  :  For  thefe 
Considerations,  therefore,  and  for  Others  yet  more 
cogent,  fuch  as  the  ruin'd  State  of  her  Commerce, 
Navigation  and  Naval  Strength,  the  Diftrefs  and 
Danger  of  her  Colonies,  the  Wants  and  Miferies 
which  began  to  rage  in  her  own  Bowels,  &c. 
fhe  confented  to  open  Conferences  at  Breda  \  and 
at  any  one  Period  in  that  Time,  would  have 
iheath'd  the  Sword,  on  thefe  fhort  Principles  ;  No- 
thing for  herfelf  \  and  very  little  for  her  Allies. 

That    in  the  very  Hour  of  Victory,  his  Mod 
ChriftianMajefty  himfelf,  had  difcover'd  a  paflionate 

Inclination   for   Peace  to  G 1  L r,  when 

brought  before  him  as  a  Prifoner,  after  the  Battle 

of  Laffeldt  ;  that    the  faid  G 1  was  very  foon 

after  difmifs'd  on  his  Parole,  to  communicate 
certain  formal  Propofitions  on  that  Head  ;  that 
thofe  Propofitions  were  rejected  ;  that  Spain  was 
at  the  fame  Time  fo  empoverifh'd  by  the  Cap- 
tures we  had  made,  the  Expences  of  the  War,  and 
the  detaining  herTreafures  in  tht Indie s,\h2A  fhe  alfo 
difcover'd  the  fame  Inclination ,  and  that  on  the 
Death  of  the  late  King,  which  was  followed  by 
fome  Alterations  in  her  Councils,  fhe  actually  did 
make  Offers  of  the  like  Tendency,  (in  the  Month 
of  September  1746,  to  the  Marquis  de  Taber- 
nega,  then  in  Portugal,  that  is  to  fay)  has  been 
already  acknowledged  in  Print. 

If,    therefore,  the  B rs  had  been  really    of 

that  Opinion,  which,  for  the  Sake  of  their  own 
pernicious  Purpofes,  they  had  perpetually  incul- 
cated, namely,  That  it  was  utterly  impracticable  to 
carry  on  the  War  with  any  Profpect  of  Succefs  ; 
or  if,  according  to  the  fcandalous  Declaration 
they  afterwards  made,  their  only  Aim  had  been 
to  procure  a  Peace  at  any  Rate,  how  is  it  poffible 
to  excufc  or  palliate  the  Rejection  of  thefe  Offers  f 


(    7i     ) 

Or  to  make  their  Words  and  Actions  correfpond 
with  each  other  ?  More  particularly  when  wc  far- 
ther recolle6b,  that  till  thefe  Offers  were  made, 
They  had  difcours'd  of  an  Accomodation  with  Spain 
as  the  mod  favourable  Event  which  could  befall  us; 
as  an  Event  which  would  have  reconciled  all  Parties 
to  a  vigorous  Profecution  of  the  War  with  France  \ 
and  which  would  have  induced  them  to  part  with 
the  bft  Shilling  in  Support  of  it. 

But,  the  Truth  of  the  Matter  is,  That  mutable  and 
inconfiftent  as  they  appear'd,  they  adher'd,  in  the 
Main,  to  the  grand  Principles  of  their  Plan,  and 
the  Ends  it  was  to  aniwer  :  For  the  fofter  our 
Fall  had  prov'd,  after  fo  violent  and   ill-dire6ced 

a  Carier,  the   lels  obnoxious  would  that  M r 

have  been  held,  who  firft  put  us  in   Motion. 

It  was,  neverthelefs,  neceffary,  to  find  out  fome 
Colour  to  fet  on  this  Inconfidency  and  Mutabi- 
lity, which  was  fo  glaring,  that  the  Public  began  not 
only  to  take  Notice  of  it,  but  even  to  clamour 
againft  it  ;  and  the  Blind  they  chofe  to  fpread  lor 
this  righteous  Purpofe,  was  a  pretended  Difference 
of  Opinion;  as  to  the  great  Perfuits  of  War  and 
Peace  \  and  a  pretended  Quarrel,  which  was  faid 
to  have  grown  out  of  this  Difference  of  Opinion, and 
the  Debates  it  had  given  Rife  to. 

Few  Expedients  anfwer,  in  all  Refpecls  •,  but 
this  was  of  the  happieft  Kind,  and  was  manag'd 
in    the    happieft   Manner  :     For   while  the   Two 

B rs  continued  to  a 6b  thefe  oppofite  Parts, 

the  Farce  not  only  ferv'd  to  amufe  the  World  in 
general,  but  every  Individual,  of  what  Principle 
foever,  knew  where  to  find  a  Leader  :  Hence*  it 
follow'd,  that  Thofe  of  the  mofc  fanguin  and  en-» 
terprifing  Turn,  attach'd  themfelves  to  the  Elder \ 
the  Timorous  and  Defponding  to  the  Younger  \  and 
each  were,  from  Time  to  Time,  furnifh'd  with 
fuch  Prof^ffions  and  A  durances,  as  ferv'd  :o  jufti- 
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fy  the  Confidence  they  repofed   in,  and  the  Sub- 

ferviency  they  fhew'd  to,  the  joint  Ad- — n 

of  Both.  Nor  was  this  all  :  For  as  they  were 
to  make  their  Appearance  in  different  Theatres, 
they  chofe  their  Parts  accordingly  :  The  Younger 
was  mod  obnoxious  to  Clamour  and  Qppofi- 
tion,  and  therefone  thought  it  mod  advifable  to 
affect  Confiftency  and  Popularity  -9  but  the  Elder 
was  not  afraid  of  being  Inconfifient,  becaufe  his 
Auditory  was  too  polite  to  expofe  him,  and  be- 
caufe he  hop'd  to  fucceed  to  the  Favour ',  which 
his  PredecejTor  in  the  C— b — -t  had  enjoy  *d,  by 
affecting    to  adopt  his'  Politics. 

At  the  fame  Time  alfo,  as  it  had  been  thought 
proper  in  the  Year  1746,  (when  the  Biafs  of 
the  Coalition  was  ftill  underftood  to  be  towards 
Peace)  to   pals   the   Younger  upon   the  Public  for 

the  Chief  M r,  and  as  fuch  to  give  him 

the  Credit  of  beftowing  the  Seals  on  the  E of 

C ,  who  had  been  evernumber'd  amongft 

the  Advocates  for  the  pacific  Syftem  >,  fo  now,  in 
in  order  to  thicken  and  diverfify  the  Plot,  and 
eflablifh  a  Belief,  That  our  Meafures  had  taken  a 
new  Turn,  and  that  a  vigorous  Profecution  of 
the  War  was  the  only  Object  in  View,  the  Elder 
was   faid   to  be  predominant  \  and  as  a  Proof  of 

his  Supremacy,  theS s,  which  L« C— > 

had  reftgn'dy    were  transferr'd    to  his   G —  of 

- who  had  perform'd   fuch  mighty  Exploits 

at  the  Head  of  the  A -r—  B—  d,  and  who 

was  now  intent  on  nothing  but  Victory,  Conqueft, 
Triumph,   and   Glory. 

But,"  how  well  foever  this  Interlude  was  play'd, 
or  what  Succefs  foever  they  expected  from  it,  the 
great'  Scope  of  their  Performance  was  to  make 
lure  of  Seven  Millions  more,  and  then  to  lay  afide 
their  Masks,  and  drop  the  Curtain.     Their  Rivals 

were,  by  this  Time,  no  more  confider'd  atC- 1, 

than 
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than  amongft  the  People  :  By  a  notable  Exertion 
of  their  Power,    they  had,  more  cunningly,  than 

fairly,    diffolved    that  P 1,    which     had 

worn  fo  many  various  Completions,  and  which 
had  concurr'd  in  fuchf  various  Mealures  and  Ope- 
rations :  A  new  one  had  been  happily  chofen  ;  in 
which  a  great  many  of  Thofe  who  had  feen  the 
whole  Courfe  of  thefe  Tranfactions,  and  who  had 
been  known  Advocates  for  the  War,  were  not  ad- 
mitted to  fit :  New  Men  were  under  no  Obliga- 
tion to  countenance  a  Mcafure  they  had  not  been 
concern'd  in  \  nor  were  even  fuppos'd  to  know 
what  had  been  faid,  or  done,  exceprionably,  in- 
confiftently,  or  factioufly  before  their  Time.  Such 
a  P — 't  might,  therefore,  take  any  new  Direction, 
without  being  expos'd  to  any  Cenfure  "without 
Doors,  or  creating  any  violent  Ferment  within  : 
And  as  ta  the  Conqueror  of  Cape  Breton^  he  was 
become  a  P^^-OfBcer  •,  his  Friend  was  not  only 
to  be  his  Succeffor,  but  to  have  the  principal  Share 
of  the  Merit  and  Glory  of  the  Negotiation  ;  and  to 
initiate  him  yet  farther  into  the  Myftery  of  Treaty* 
making,  the  Convention  of  this  Year  was  en- 
trufled  to  his  Management,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  laft. 

I  have  already  infmuated,  That,  tho'  the  Offers 
of  France  and  Spain  had  been  rejected,  Peace 
had  been  refolved  upon  :  And  I  have  fhewn,  that 
the  proper  Meafures  had  been  taken  to  render  all 
Oppofuion  ineffectual  :  But,  notwithstanding  this 
was  the  fecret  Purpofe,  all  Appearances  were  a* 
gainft  it.  By  this  new  Convention,  our  Armies 
were  to  confift  of  fuch  incredible  Numbers,  that  I 
fcarce  can  venture  to  fpecify  them,  for  fear  of  being 
fufpected  of  wilful  Miireprefentation  :  But  whe- 
ther I  am  believ'd  or  not,  it  is  fit  to  be  known, 
That  according  to  the  Treaty,  the  Allied  Army 
in   Flanders,  for  the  Year  1748,  was  to  confift 
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of  one  Hundred  and  Ninty-two  Thoufand  ef- 
fective Men  ;  viz.  60000  Auftrians^  66000  Dutch, 
and  66000  in  the  Pay  of  Great-Britain:  That 
Garrifons  were  not  to  be  comprehended  in  this  Cal- 
culation :  And  that,  in  the  like  manner,  exclufive 
of  Garrifons,  the  Force  to  be  employ 'd  in  Italy, 
was  to  confift  of  60000  Auftriam,  and  30000 
Piedmont efe :  The  Latter  to  be  in  the  Field  the 
j ft  of  May,  and  the  Former  by  the  ift  of  March  -, 
with  an  Exception  to  10000  Auftrians,  who  were 
to  come  up  in  April,  and  the  30000  Ruffians, 
who  were  to  come  up  as  foon  as  they  could  ;  tho* 

no    Partifans   of  the  B rs  would  then  fuffer  it 

to  be  doubted,  That  even  the  Ruffians  would  be 
in  the  Field  by  that  Time. 

But  how  confident  foever  they  were  in  their  Af- 
fertions,  the  mod  intelligent  M— b— rs,  who 
had  attended  to  all  the  former  Compofitions  of 
the  fame  Kind,  who  had  obferv'd  the  iniquitous 
Ufe  which  had  been  made  of  them  •,  and  who  had 
rernember'd  the  Failures  and  Mifcarriages  whioh 
had  been  deduc'd  from  them,  were  neither  to  be 
fatisfy'd  nor  feduc'd  by  the  Craft  of  the  Leaders, 
nor  the  Credulity  of  the  Led  :  On  the  contrary 
even  on  the  very  Face  of  the  Convention  they  dis- 
cover3 d  fuch  Symptoms  as  ferv'd  to  indicate  the 
inward  Rottenefs  of  the  whole  :  For  Inftance,  with 
regard  to  that  fraudulent  Claufe,  which  provided, 
That  100,000 7.  fhould  be  referv?d  out  of  the 
Subfidies  allowed  to  the  Emprefs-Queen,  by  way 
of  Check  upon  the  Mufters  of  her  Troops,  they 
not  only  difcover?d  the  Impolicy  of  a  Provifo 
which  had  only  ferv?d  as  a  Pretence  to  excufe  the 
very  Defect  it  was  calculated  to  prevent ;  and  the 
Abfurdity  of  ftipulating  for  a  Forfeiture,  which, 
tho5  always  made,  had  never  been  taken  ;  but  alfo 
the  real  Hard  (hip  impos'd  on  her  M— f — y,  by  ex- 
tending the  faid  Provifo  to  her  Forces  in  Italy,  as 

well 
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well  as  thofe  in  the  Low  Countries,  when  the  lat- 
ter were  requir'd  to  be  in  the  Field  by  the  ift  of 
March,  and  the  former  not  till  the  ift  of  May, 

And  in  the  fecond  Place  obferving,  that  the  Pay- 
ments were  alfo  fettled  in  the  fame  manner  as  be- 
fore 5  that  is  to  fay,  150000/.  before  the  Ratifi- 
cation, iooooo  /.  upon  the  Exchange  of  the 
Ratifications,'  and  50000  /.  pet  Month  afterwards  5 
and  that  the  Convention  had  not  been  fign'd  at  the 
Hague  till  the  26th  of  January,  they  forefaw,  That 
not  above  250000  /.  could  be  paid,  and  they  had 
Reafon  to  apprehend  not  a  Shilling  would  be  paid 
before  this  very  ift  of  March  when  the  Army 
was  to  take  the  Field  :  Whence,  and  from  the  other 
Confiderations  above  fpeeify'd,  in  relation  to  the 
Time  and  Manner  of  Recruiting  the  Auftrian 
Forces,  it  was  notorious,  That  the  neeefTary  Levies 
could  not  be  made  by  the  ftipulated  Time,  or  in- 
deed for  fome  Months  after  ;  and,  confequently, 
that  the  Subfidy  itfelf*  would  in  a  manner  be 
thrown  away. 

In  fhort  •,  when  all  thefe  Circumftances  are  com- 
par'd  with  what  hath  been  already  faid  concerning 
the  Ruffian  Affair,  it  will  become  evident  almoft  to 
Demonftration,  That  the  two  B — rs  had  levied  fa 
enormous  a  Sum  upon  the  Nation,  not  only  with 
a  Fore- Knowledge,  That  the  Allies  would  be 
fore'd  to  take  the  Field  in  as  feeble  a  State  as 
they  had  left  it,  at  the  Clofe  of  the  lafl  Campaign, 
but  with  as  fettled  a  Refolution  to  manage  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  mould  render  it  impoiTible  for 
them   to  do  otherwife. 

But  that  they  may  not  fay  I  have  miftaken 
Prefumption  for  Demonftration,  I  will  take  upon 
me  to  (hew  that  this  Refolution  of  theirs,  became 
more  and  more  manifeft,  after  that  prodigal,  but 
fruitlefs    Meafure    had  receiv'd   the    Sanction    of 

p :  Or,  at  leaft,  I  will  ask  a  few  fudiQueftions, 
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as  mav  enable   every    Man  to  reafon  and  judge 
for  himfeif,  viz. 

Why  was  not   the    D« ,  when    the   Dutch 

Earner,  on  the  one  Hand,  lay  fo  expos'd  to  the 
Infulrs  of  the  Enemy,  and,  on  the  other,  was  fo  ill 
provided  for  a  Defence,  why  was  not  his  R — — 
H  - — ,  I  fay,  prevaiPd  upon,  to  fpend  one  Win- 
ter abroad,  in  order  to  concert  the  bed  Meafures 
which    the  prefent  Exigence  would  admit  of,    to 

Cover  and  protect  it  ?    Or  if  his  R— —    H 

took  no  more  Delight  in  the  Society  of  his  Bro- 
ther on  that  Side  of  the  Water,  than  in  the  Society 

of  his on  tbis9    why    was   not  G 1 

L — g — -r  difcharg'd  from  the  Obligations  of  his 
Parole,  and  order'd  to  concert  thofe  neceflary 
Meafures    in   his   (lead  ?    Why,  on   the  contrary, 

was  the  Liberty   of  that   G 1,  whofe  fignal 

Services  had  deferved  Rich  fignal  Acknowledg- 
ment, fo  little  regarded,  that  M.  Saxe  had  it  in  his 
Power  to  redemand  him  as  his  Prijoner,  in  that 
Interval,  when  his  Abilities  might  have  been  fo 
ufeful  to  our  Allies  ?  Was  his  Election  for  the 
City  of  B — ,  or  his  Attendance  on  P— — ,  of  more 
Confequence,  than  his  Prefence  and  Advice  in 
the  Conferences,  which  every  Day  rendered  more 
and  more  neceflary,  to  prevent  the  Defigns  of 
the  Enemy  ?  Why  alfo,  where  fo  many  other 
Officers,  whofe  Duty  required  them  to  be  at  their 
refpeclive  Pofts,  and  in  Readinefs  to  enter  into 
Action  at  a  Moment's  Warning,  fufrered  to  be 
ajbient?  Was  it  becaufe  there  was  War  between 
the.  Towns  of  Buckingham  and  Aylejbur)\  as  well 
as  between  the  Houfes  of  Auftria  and  Bourbon  ? 
Becaufe  they  had  Commands  in  both  ?  Becaufe  they 
could  not  be  every  where  at  once  ?  And  becaufe 
the  Former  was  as  much  more  important  as  the 
Latter,  as  two  Towns  are  of  more  Importance  than 
iivo  Uoufes  ?  And  laftly,  why  was  io  little  Regard 

fhewn 
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fliewn  to  Batbiani's  Letter  of  the  31ft  of  Ja- 
nuary, O.  S.  in  which  he  urges  the  abfolute  Ne- 
ceffity  of  his  R —  H— — '$  immediate  Prefence 
and  Influence  at  the  Hague  ;  declares  that  he  can 
do  nothing  without  him  j  that  the  French  were  in 
great  Forwardnefs;  and  that  as  it  was  of  great 
Importance  for  them  to  take  the  Field  foon,  not 
a  Moment  was  to  be  loft ;  that  the  great  Point  to 
be  attended  to,  was  the  Security  of  Maefiricht* 
which  would  effectually  put  a  Stop  to  the  Progrefs 
of  the  Enemy  ;  that  with  a  Body  of  25000  Men, 
polled  upon  Mount  St.  Pierre*  and  another  of 
45000  Men  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Maefe,  he 
would  undertake  to  cover  it,  at  the  Peril  of  his 
Head  ;  and  pronounces,  that  this  could  not  be 
done,  unlefs  the  D —  came  over  in  Perfon  and  acted 
in  concert  with  the  P — of  O — :  I  fay,  why  was 
fo  little  Regard  fhe  wn  to  a  Letter  of  fuch  infinite 
Moment  ?  And  laftly,  Why  was  his  R —  H — ,  not- 
withstanding, detained  in  England,  till  the  Month 
of  April,  a  Month  after  the  Time  ftipulated  for 
the  Armies  to  take  the  Field  ? 

Thefe  are  Queftions   that  none  but  Majorities 
can  anfwer  ;  and  to  their  Mercy  I  leave  them. 

It  remains,  however,  to  be  obferv'd,  That  not- 
withftanding  this    Warning,    this  Propofal,    this 

Requifition   of  Bathiani,   our  O s,   G— — Is, 

and  M rs,  remained  in  as  much  Tranquility 

as  if  they  had  no  Enemy  in  the  World  to  fear, 
nor  any  Campaign  to  provide  for,  but  that  which 
was  to  be  profecuted  at  Home.  At  length,  how- 
ever, the  French  Army  was  put  in  Motion  5  and, 
as  if  it  was  an  Event  which  could  ncirher  have 
been  foreleen  or  imagin'd,  or  as  if  they  had  lain,  till 
then,  inag  at  fome  fuch  Place  as  Kmgbtjlridge,  on 
our  Side  all  feemed  to  be  Surprife  and  Confu- 
fion-,  Numbers  of  Men  were  immediately  employ  V, 
in  repairing  the  Works  of  Matjlndt  :   The  fcar- 

ter'd 
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ter'd  Troops  of  the  Allies  were  ordered  to  affenv 
ble,  as  fait  as  pofiible,  and  as  well  as  they  could: 
And  every  other  Meafure  was  taken  which  could 
help  to  expofe  that  Weaknefs,  which  we  had  pre- 
determine not  to  remedy. 

As  in  a  Play,  when  every  Scene  and  every  In- 
cident ferves  to  unravel  the  Plot,  and  haften  the 
Cataftrophe,  fo  every  Event  now  ferv'd  to  unfold 
and  accompiifh  the  great  Purpofe  of  ruining  the 
War. 

The  Auftrlans*  tho'  not  only  unrecruited,  but 
ftill  unfupplfd  with  the  Money  neceffary  for  the 
raifing  them,  tho5  quarter'd  as  far  up  the  Country 
as  Celogns  and  the  Dutchy  of  Ltixemburgb,  and 
Part  of  them  in  a  Manner  cut  off  from  the  Place 
of  Rendezvous,  by  the  Interpofitron  of  the  Ene- 
my, neverthelefs,  were  the  firft  that  took  the  Field 
in  any  confiderable  Body  ;  which  was  owing  to 
the  indefatigable  Endeavours  of  Bathiani :  And  if 
Chanclos,  cpntrary  to  the  Treaty  fubfifting  with 
his  Miftrefs  the  Emprefs- Queen,  and  without 
waiting  farther  Orders,  had  not  gallantly  rifqu'd 
her  Favour,  and  perhaps  his  Head,  by  throwing 
Twelve  Battallions  into  Maefiricht,  that  Town,  fo 
long  threaten'd,  fo  well  known  not  only  to  be  the 
firft  Place  deftin'd  to  be  attack'd,  but  to  be  attack'd 
as  early  as  it  was,  would  have  been  furprized 
without  a  Garrifon,  and  muft  have  furrender'd  as 
foon   as  the  Enemy  appear'd  before    the  Gates. 

I  mould  have  fpecified,  that  the  Body  of  An- 
firiam^  brought  into  the  Field  by  Rathiani,  confirm- 
ed of  3 1  Battallions  and  60  Squadrons  :  And,  not- 
wirManding  all  that  was  given  out  here  at  Home 
concerning  the  Dutchy  and  all  the  Variety  of  Dif- 
couragements  which  the  P — • —  of  O — —  then  la- 
boured under,    his   H fs  affembled  a  Body  of 

2ocoo  Men  under  the   Cannon  of  Breda, 

But  as  far  us,  (who,  Year  after  Year,  had  abus'd 

our 
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.our  Allies  far  Deficiencies  and  Delays*  which  we 
ourfelves  had  help'd  to  caufe,  and  refus'd  to  help 
in  removing,  and  who  had  none  of  thofe  Excufes 
to  alledge,  which  the  Av.ftrians  had  fo  often  al- 
ledg'd)  our  Hanoverian  Troops  were  not  order'd 
out  of  their  Winter-Quarters,  till  within  a  few 
Days  before  Maeftricht  was  actually  invefted  by  the 
Enemy  :  And  as  to  the  £oooo  Englijh,  which,  by 
exprefs  Stipulation,  ought  to  have  been  in  the 
Field  by  the  firft  of  March ,  they  were  deficient 
to  the  amount  of  7000 ;  and  the  four  Battallions  and 
3000  Recruits  appointed  to  render  them  complete, 
did  not  actually  join  the  Allied  Array  till 
after  the  19th  of  April,  O.  S.  when  the  Prelimi- 
naries were  fign'd,  and  the  Meafure  of  the  War 
was  completely  ruin'd. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  in  Part,  difcharg'd  my  own 
Mind,  and  I  hopefatisfy'dj^r^;  When  I  am  more 
at  Leifure,  I  may,  perhaps,  take  up  the  Pen  again : 
And  if  I  do,  you  may  expect  a  like  Series  of  Evi- 
dence, to  (hew,  That  the  Nation  is  not  more  oblig'd 
■to  the  B — — rs  for  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  thar* 
jthe  Conduct  of  the  Peace. 
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